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| 9 Whitehall takes the knee 


HAT IS TOKENISM? When the City 

of London Corporation set up a 

“Tackling Racism Taskforce” as its re- 

sponse to the Black Lives Matter 

movement last year, was it tokenism 

that the co-chairs were both black? Is 
official anti-racism so transparently a branch of public relations 
for the corporation that any colour will do, as long as for such 
roles it’s visibly black? Or perhaps the initiative meant nothing 
much at all and — the teachings of BLM very much notwith- 
standing — we should not obsess about who comes to be doing 
which jobs. 

One way to assess the seriousness of 
these chartered anti-racists is to see what 
their “taskforce” did: recommend that stat- 
ues of City benefactors, and slaving benefi- 
ciaries, William Beckford and John Cass, be 
removed from the Guildhall. While this re- 
sult, happily for the City, comes in at the 
cheaper end of the spectrum when it comes 
to doing something, what it plainly does not 
do is “tackle racism’ For how can moving 
statues do this? Unless the City subscribes 
to a peculiar form of primitivism, how do 
statues and their movements effect racism? 
Not least when the victims of the claimed 
racism have first to be tutored that they were 
experiencing it from the evil totems all along 
but had been unaware of the fact. 

But if there is left-tokenism, cynically employed by wealthy 
and powerful entities like the corporation, dismally there is also 
a right-tokenism that habitually uses exactly the same empty 
symbols and lame techniques. 


AFTER DOING NOTHING LAST YEAR when mobs were pull- 
ing down statues, this year ministers such as the housing secre- 
tary, Robert Jenrick, and the culture secretary, Oliver Dowden, 
have stirred themselves. Jenrick will protect statues by requiring 
his office to sign off on their removal. Dowden has exhorted the 
great cultural institutions he often also funds to resist politically 
correct revisionism. 

With characteristic courage, Jenrick endorsed the prime 
minister in saying that tearing down statues was to “lie about 
our past” But it’s not: it’s self-delusional about the present. The 
past will remain serenely unaffected by the arguments we have 
in the present or the street furniture we robe them in. For just as 
attacking statues is low-hanging fruit for the woke, so too is the 
ostentatious defence of these monuments by ministers. This 
“late and least” line is shown for what it is by what ministers do 
not do. When BLM struck, Whitehall took the knee. 


Cr 
When the MoD’s 
top man signs 


off with a BLM 
hashtagit’sa 


brave official 
who doesn’t get 
the message 


It is far easier for ambitious ministers to issue press releases 
and write articles about statues than it is for them to turn round 
their departmental supertankers. 'Ihe holds of Whitehall con- 
tain various lovelies like Project Race, the Race Ambassadors 
Network and the Civil Service Race Forum. The civil service’s 
most senior officials enthusiastically endorse the most politi- 
cised projects possible. 


LAST SUMMER, THE MOD’S permanent secretary, Sir Stephen 
Lovegrove (who Boris Johnson has been prevailed upon to 
make National Security Adviser in preference to Lord Frost), 

emailed his subordinates to inform them 


that “systemic racial inequality ... has deep 
e i @ roots within UK society, including Defence’ 


Naturally he signed off with a #BlackLives- 
Matter hashtag. It’s a brave civil service lifer 
who did not get the message from his per- 
manent master. And a foolish one who pays 
too much attention to inconstant, here to- 
day, gone tomorrow ministers. 

If Jenrick is going to protect the past from 
the present by adroit regulation, Dowden’s 
finger-wagging at bulwarks of our common 
civilisation like the National Trust or the 
British Museum seems even more futile. For 
the culture secretary affects to believe that 
these institutions have somehow merely 
been “captured” by small, unrepresentative 
groups. But initiatives like Historic Eng- 
land’s Audit of Research into the Transatlantic Slave Trade and 
the Built Environment or the National Trust’s Colonial Country- 
side project (which David Starkey demolishes in this issue) 
aren’t the work of a handful of entryists. They are mainstream 
enterprises carried out by entirely representative people in each 
organisation. To pretend otherwise is self-deception. 

Effective ministers put the right people in the right places. 
Last December the government signed off on the Liberal Dem- 
ocrat peer, Kishwer Falkner, becoming chair of the Equalities 
and Human Rights Commission. This is a perfect example of the 
wrong place — as long as this institution exists with its current 
mandate, there is no right person for it. By contrast, the lawyer 
and well-known Westminster figure Blondel Cluff will bring a 
lifetime of acuity to her new role as chair of the National Lottery 
Community Fund. Appointees are required to declare past polit- 
ical activity, offices held and any donations made, prior to their 
confirmation in the role. If she feels she must compartmentalise 
— or disavow — her views in exercising her role, it will only 
demonstrate more starkly the different attitude to public service 
that animates those in the centre or on the right, from the unin- 
terrupted activism of left-wing and radical office-holders.© 
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JONATHAN MEADES 


ILORD SUMPTION 

became Prey of the 

Month because he 

failed to heed The 

Mob's indolent 
unwillingness to read the small print. It 
eschews nuance. Its dicta are not mitigated 
by qualification. It is keenly Manichean. 

Itis also a finger-pointing fishwife who 
disapproves of Milord’s farouche hairdo 
and spits a scornful “you must be joking” 
in response to an amended tabloid 
question of 60 years ago: “Would you let 
your daughter marry a former Supreme 
Court judge?” 

The Rolling Stones’ hair was an 
advertisement for their cosmetic “rebel- 
lion” as they made their first cuban-heeled 
steps in showbiz. Milord’s splendid 
baroque confection of wings, scrolls, 
pediments, putti, rustication and gesticu- 
lating saints topped by a hive woven of 
barbe & papa is an advertisement for 
rebellion of a more profound and 
necessary sort, for free-spiritedness and a 
willingness to diverge far from la pensée 
unique. When he describes the current 
parliament as emasculated and a travesty 
he should be listened to. 

Long hair means something it didn’t in 
1964. Long hair is, today, regarded by The 
Mob as culturally ‘litist, not to be copied. It 
is attached to artists such as Simon Rattle 
and Mischa Maisky, Stephen Calloway and 
the late Will Alsop. Jeremy Paxman’s newly 
freeflowing locks make me think of Alec 
Clifton-Taylor auditioning for ‘the Killing of 
Sister George. An improbable dream. 

When long hair had become a sign of 
subcultural conformity in the very late 
Sixties Christopher Gibbs was 
bruited in fashion magazines as 
the “first man to get short hair” 
and, sure enough in Tangier in 
the summer of 1970 he was 
Rupert Brooke in a djellaba. 


Which may of course have been An 


what he hoped to be. 

‘the people's hair, 2021, is short, 
monosyllabic, brusque 
going on non-existent, , 
hideously ugly, explicitly 
brutal and very worrying. 


T 
Do these men and boys whose heads are 
shaved up to three inches above the top of 
their ears not know that they are wearing 
the unterschnitt prescribed by every Nazi 
organisation? Given that the only history 
they appear to be taught is that of the first 


Short cut to a Mob takeover 


a Croydon Facelift that they should leave 
that style to a little mystery with a kiddie in 
a buggy and another on the way? And what 
of the ultra-short carpets with lines drawn 
in them? 

And what especially of the entirely 


half of the twentieth century, 


shaven head which does not 


they are either not paying Today the connect with the beard, a 
attention, wanting in ° show of solidarity with 
observation and witlessly multiply- Muslim teammates who are 
taking as their role-super- tattooed of course minoritarian 
models such mass murder- victims: team spirit is merely 
ers as Heydrich and Kramer; Balkan war the mob in miniature. 

or are they are merely criminal look Christian Estrosi, mayor 
copying footballers whose . of Nice, has attempted 
popularity and “influence” ad popular without success to prohibit 


is probably as great as that 

of rock and rollers back in the day when 
— another fashion note — no one said 
“back in the day’? 


WIEN ITE WAS CHAIRMAN of 
Tottenham Hotspur, Alan Sugar remarked 
that were the players not players they 
would be in prison. ‘That was ten years ago. 
‘Today the multiply-tattooed Balkan war 
criminal look is popular and the only 
Premier League footballers with proper 
haircuts are Marcos Alonso and Patrick 
Bamford, the latter presumed by French 
commentators to be amember of the 
aristocracy because of a distant cousinage 
with Milord Bamford whose earthmovers 
dump millions in Tory coffers. 

“Short Jack And Sides” was so 
commonly requested in Brum barbers 
when the prodigy Jack Grealish first 
appeared at Aston Villa a few years ago 
that its victims’ photos were pasted in their 
windows. It's all too easy to understand 

why small boys and girls might want 
to aspire to his extraordinary 
sleight of foot. But the hair! What 
is the matter with them? 
‘Theo Walcott is a courteous 
young man — box to box, wife, 
two kiddiz. On his head he wears a 
sheaf of unidentifiable vegetable 
matter or a cottage loaf placed by a 
prankster which no one has 
> dared tell him about. Has 
anyone suggested to the | 
countless players sporting 
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Muslim players from praying 
when they come on to a pitch or score a 
goal. The form is that they stare hard at 
their hands whilst muttering. These actions 
will have no effect on the result of the 
match. No matter, it is a small step towards 
the Islamisation of France, towards the 
normalisation of publicly expressed 
superstitions, towards the conversion of 
gullible, poorly educated young men. 


WHEN ENGLAND PLAYED Germany in 
1938 the team infamously gave the Nazi 
salute. Prayer on the sacred turf of Anfield 
or the preposterously named Theatre of 
Dreams is less brazen, more insidious. 

Itis to be hoped that the new law on 
separatism and the strengthening of 
laicité which is before l'‘Assemblée 
Nationale will address this creeping 
infraction. Opposition to its supposedly 
anti-minority proposals has predictably 
incited ‘Ihe Mob.fr to take to the streets. 
fqually predictably the minister of the 
interior, Gérald Darmanin, claims that the 
law is not specifically targeting Islam. 

And, as day follows night, representa- 
tives of other congregations join together 
to express solidarity with Islam, whining 
that to censure one religion is to censure 
all religions and the silly hairdos of the 
orthodox. ‘Ihis is wrongheaded, self-deny- 
ing, appeasing. It is special pleading which 
demands exemptions for the systematical- 
ly deluded. Whilst it might observe 
brotherhood and freedom it is wilfully 
oblivious to equality.@ 


PORTRAIT BY VANESSA DELL 


a ———_—_, 


Miriam Elia on... 


“When can we be free again?” asks John. 
“When the police arrest and imprison every ¥} 
germ in Britain,” says Mummy. han 
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9 Letters 


Out with the 
Old Masters? 


THE PURPOSE OF A MUSEUM 
Itis right and inevitable that museum 
buildings and displays should continu- 
ously reflect changes in public taste and 
perception, as Charles Saumarez Smith 
and others have suggested in your pages. 
Restitution of looted objects or at the 
very least full and open acknowledge- 
ment of their history is also fundamental 
in this day and age. 

But the purpose of a museum should 
be less open to wholesale change. ‘To 
debate one needs knowledge. To share 
ideas one needs to be exposed to them. 

‘The concept of a museum as a refuge 
or just a place to meet other people is 
utterly out of context. There are many 
public places for such activity. 

The ability to see and understand. 
great art objects created over centuries is 
an opportunity to reflect on the human 
condition which overcomes war and 
hunger, ambition and conquest, 
whereby artistic genius — whether 
painting or sculpture or literature or 
music — outlives human frailties. 

Listening to music on devices is no 
substitute for reality nor is seeing works 
of art ona screen. They are introductory 
chapters to the book itself. New masters 
become old masters. Let us ensure that 
museums remain as places to learn 
about the past so that we may engage 
with the future. 


David Lewis 
‘THE SCHORR COLLECTION, 
LONDON W1 


ROBOTIC SEX 
Josephine Bartosch’s 
article “Rise of the sex 
robots” (January/ 
February) is apposite 
at this sad and solitary 
time for humanity, but 
for the most part 
simply rehashes 
feminist fallacies about 
porn and its new 
prosthetic incarnation. 
In this sterile debate 

— no pun intended — the 1960s are year 
zero and its sexual revolution is an 
unqualified success, rendering the 
debate, such as it is, is as much post- 
moral as it is post-feminist. 

{am reminded of Craig Gillespie’s 
black comedy of 2007, Lars and The Real 
Girl, truly a parable of our times, in 
which an apparently normal, attractive 
young man (Ryan Gosling) becomes 
fixated with a silicone mannequin which 
he proudly introduces to friends and 
family. After some initial surprise, all 
accept his choice of partner in an 
exemplary, non-judgmental way. This 
reaches its absurd climax when Lars one 
day finds her “dead” — by what 


CAN I GET YOUR VIEW  -NO,GET 
FOR THE TV NEWS? 


Anti-voxxer 
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measure, nobody asks — and even 
doctors at the local hospital embrace the 
lie of her (erstwhile) humanity. 

From a mental health point of view, 
Lars would arguably have much better 
been told from the outset that he was { 
delusional, but by modern standards 
this would likely have been judged 
moralistic. Thus we have a generation 
(possibly two, since porn became 
normalised in the late twentieth century) 
of men whose sexuality is essentially 
solipsistic and who, with every new 
“advance” in the verisimilitude of 
pornography, gravitate to it more, in 
preference to real sex. 

Bartosch echoes reports I have read 
elsewhere of young women having to 
“up their game” to satisfy increasingly 
recherché sexual tastes acquired on the 
internet, and this is sad. But she would 
do well also to ask why so many men 
— whether consciously as part of some 
kind of cost-benefit analysis or 
unconsciously after rebuffs and 
rejections — choose the solitary vice. 

Has it occurred to her that women’s 
proliferating sexual appetites and 
demands could also be a factor? [ have 
lost count of the number of published 
texts on “understanding the female 
orgasm’, but I have yet to see one 
published about men’s sexual pleasure. 
Lhave lost count of women’s “dating 
disasters’ in which men’s deficiencies 
are endlessly catalogued, but almost 
never hear a man’s side of the story. 

But men are also the architects of their 
own downfall here. Online porn 
increasingly corrupts women too. So if 
Bartosch wishes to rekindle human 
relations — and don’t we all, in these 
lonely days? — she would do well to 
jettison the ideology and simply ponder 
why respect for women has dwindled 
and why the phenomenon known as 
MGTOW (“Men going their own way") 
has risen. It takes two not to tango. 


Andrew Schofield 
BURWASH, BAST SUSSEX 
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JOSHUA ROZENBERG 


Fixing the unbroken 


Reform of judicial review is | 
a solution without a problem 


HE CRISIS IN the criminal 
justice system is largely of the 
government's own making. 
Years of underinvestment — 
selling off courts and reducing 
judges’ sitting days — have been exacerbat- 
ed by the pandemic. The Ministry of Justice 
is playing down the problems while trying 
to catch up. At the same time, itis trying 
to distract us by interfering with parts 
of the legal system that have coped 
remarkably well. 

On the long-term agenda are reforms to 
the Human Rights Act and perhaps even 
the UK Supreme Court. The government's 
short-term target, though, is judicial review. 
Lawyers are very concerned that ministers 
will now try to upset the balance of power 
through legislation. 

At the end of January, a panel chaired by 
Lord Faulks QC, a former Conservative 
justice minister, delivered its report to 
Robert Buckland, the justice secretary, and 
Michael Gove, the cabinet office minister. 
Buckland had already told MPs that the 
report would not be published until 
ministers were ready to announce their 
own proposals — during “the spring’ he 
promised. In the Whitehall microclimate, 
spring may last until the end of July. 

The independent review of administra- 
tive law got off to a bad start last summer. 
Faulks was not the government's first 
choice and the review’s much-criticised 
terms of reference were already set in stone 
by the time he was persuaded to chair it. 

But Faulks made things worse by 
sending out a questionnaire that 
— as | explained in my column last 
October — invited central and 
local government departments W 
to explain how judicial review 
impeded their functions and 
made their decisions less effective. 


We can imagine what they 
said — but that’s all. Faulks 
assured me that he and 
his panel had wanted as 
much transparency as 


possible. ‘hey encouraged government 
departments to publish their submissions. 
But Whitehall refused to do so, even after 
Faulks had reported. 

What we don’t have to imagine are the 
responses Faulks received from nearly 80 
concemed citizens and representative 
bodies, helpfully listed by a 
research group called the UK 
Administrative Justice 
Institute. Most of them were 
highly critical. 

The Law Society, repre- 
senting solicitors in England 
and Wales, said its members 
saw no need for fundamental 
reform of judicial review. “The 
evidence shows that it is 
working well and achieving its 
purpose.’ Except in asylum and immigra- 
tion, the number of cases was declining. 


BARRISTERS’ LEADERS REJECTED the 
suggestion in Faulks’s questionnaire that 
there was any conflict between judicial 
review and the proper discharge of 
government functions, On the contrary, the 
Bar Council said, review on fairness 
grounds ensures that decisions with 
important effects on people's lives are taken 
only after they have been properly heard. 
Review on grounds of actual or apparent 
bias is a safeguard against favouritism and 
corruption, 

‘That view was endorsed by the barris- 
ters’ counterparts in Scotland. “There is no 
serious basis in a modern democracy,’ said 
the Faculty of Advocates, “for the view that 
public bodies and government authorities 
are entitled to operate without accountabil- 

ity for material mistakes of law or fact 
in their actions or inactions” 
ALBA, the professional 
association for barristers who 
ry specialise in judicial review, 
argued in a detailed submission 
that the Faulks panel was paddling 
in “deep constitutional waters” 
From the review’s website, it looked 
as if the government was 
arguing that, in future, 
it should be able to 
operate in a way that is 


4 


Lord Faulks 


currently unlawful. 

“The role of judges in developing and 
applying [judicial review] is part of the UK’s 
constitutional settlement and a key feature 
of the separation of powers,” ALBA said. 
“Any parliamentary intervention in this 
jurisdiction, either to its substance or by 
way of codification, would be 
an unprecedented step of 
enormous constitutional 
significance and uncertain 
consequences.’ 

‘The Judicial Power Project, 
supported by the think-tank 
Policy Exchange, chose to 
illustrate its response with an 
architect's design for the 
Royal Courts of Justice that 
was rejected by the selection 
committee in the 1860s, It looked impres- 
sive — but who knows whether it would 
have stood up? Professor Richard Ekins, the 
project's director, said that “judicial review 
has been extended widely and deployed 
aggressively” in recent years. He listed a 
number of judgments that demonstrate 
clear failings and “warrant legislative 
reversal” — while warning of possible 
“subversion” by the judges. 

‘Those arguments were rejected by the 
authors of De Smith’s Judicial Review, a 
leading textbook. “There will always be 
cases that some will consider too activist 
or too restrained,” they said, “but it is a 
mark of a mature and functioning 
democracy that the executive accepts judi- 
cial decisions which define the legal scope 
of its powers and the judiciary respects 
the extent to which the executive must be 
free to formulate and implement its 
policies within the law.” 

And this is surely the point. The courts 
do allow the executive to govern within 
the law. Despite the extraordinary powers 
ministers have taken, judges have not 
struck down the government's pandem- 
ic-related legislation. 

If Buckland thought that the Faulks 
review would persuade anybody that 
parliament necds to take power from the 
people, he will be sorely disappointed. 
The government’s proposals are likely to 
be a solution without a problem. @ 
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Alasdair Palmer says there is little evidence to show that lockdowns are effective 


Blinded by science 


LMOST EVERYONE IS NOW THOROUGHLY 

fed up with the closure of schools and all but 

essential businesses, and of being told that 

they are not allowed to venture out of their 

home unless it is to do food shopping or take 

exercise. The measures collectively known as 
the lockdown — the second imposition of the restrictions in the 
UK in less than a year — is starting to pall. 

The lockdown’s sharply negative effects on Britain’s econo- 
my, on its education, and on mental health, are becoming more 
obvious. Most people nevertheless accept the lockdown is nec- 
essary, because they accept that, prior to vaccinating 70 per cent 
of the population, itis the only effective way to restrict the spread 
of Covid-19. 

That is what ministers emphasise at every opportunity. It is 
also what the Chief Medical Officer, Professor Chris Whitty, and 
the Chief Scientific Officer, Sir Patrick Vallance, say. So do many 


lockdowns in the 11 European countries they studied had saved 
three million lives. 

That figure of three million lives saved has been frequently 
cited since. If it, and the reasoning behind it, are accurate, that 
would certainly provide very powerful evidence that lockdowns 
are essential for coping effectively with Covid. But both the con- 
clusion and the reasoning that led to it are very seriously flawed. 


THE ASSUMPTIONS BUILT INTO THE MODEL DETERMINED 
its conclusions. And one of the assumptions was that lockdowns 
were responsible for the drop in the number of Covid deaths that 
all the countries in the study saw in the spring and early summer 
of 2020. Sweden was one of the countries in the study. It was in- 
cluded partly because of the quality of its record-keeping. 

But Sweden did not impose the measures that are required 
for a lockdown: there was no stay-at-home order, and business- 
es including bars and restaurants stayed open, as did schools. 


other scientists who areexpetinintttO©=X—=x_!I!_!_ EUs = Nevertheless, in the spring and early sum- 


and disease transmission. Some gofurther Stydies have shown 
no statistical 

say that anyone who breaks the lockdown. correlation between 
rules is a menace to public health, andis the imposition 

recklessly causing the spread of adeadly 9flockdownand 


than merely stressing the effectiveness of 
lockdowns in combatting the virus: they 


disease: rule-breakers have “blood on 


mer, Sweden, like all the other countries in 
the study, experienced a sharp fall in Cov- 
id infections and deaths. 

You might think this fact would have 
persuaded the authors of the paper that 
perhaps locking down was not responsible 


ee e for the fall in Covid cases — or at least to 
their hands’ and deserve public shaming a fall in infection have caused an agonised reappraisal of 
as well as serious punishment. and deathrates the model’s assumptions. But no. It merely 


And yet, the empirical evidence on the 
effectiveness of lockdowns in diminishing the infection and 
death rate of Covid-19 is surprisingly thin. There is very little 
data that supports the claim that, at least until most people have 
been vaccinated, lockdowns are the only effective way of con- 
taining the spread of infection. 

Of the many hundreds of scholarly articles published in 
scientific journals on the Covid virus since January last year, 
amazingly few even attempt to provide and analyse empirical 
data which shows that lockdowns are the most effective way of 
dealing with the virus. 

The most famous article which did attempt to do so was pub- 
lished in the journal Nature on 8 June 2020 by a team of scien- 
tists from Imperial College London. Entitled Estimating the ef- 
fects of non-pharmaceutical interventions on Covid-19 in 
Europe, it claimed that not only were lockdowns effective, 
but they were the only effective 
way (other than a vaccine) of 
controlling the rate at which 
A 2a ee Covid spread and killed. The au- 
He now writes TV dramas ; ‘ 

thors concluded that imposing 


Alasdair Palmer was formerly 
Public Policy Editor at the 
Sunday Telegraph and laters 


meant that the authors of the paper stipu- 
lated that according to the model, Sweden's ban on gatherings of 
more than 100 people counted as a lockdown — which of course 
it was not. 

‘Ihe effect was to ensure that the model was not empirical, 
and that the claim that lockdowns had saved three million lives 
was simply an assertion, not a conclusion based on evidence. In 
December last year, Nature published an article pointing out 
this and other fundamental problems with the original paper 
and its “lockdowns saved three million lives” claim. But by then 
the claim that lockdowns save millions of lives was firmly estab- 
lished as “backed by science” 

‘There are other articles in scientific journals that have made 
an attempt to quantify the number of lives saved by the imposi- 
tion of the package of measures that together comprise “lock 
down” But they all suffer from essentially the same problem: 
they start by assuming that lockdowns cause the fall in deaths 
and infections. They then build that assumption into the model 
that they use to calculate what would have happened had the 
lockdowns not been imposed — rather than first providing evi- 
dence which establishes the truth of that connection, and only 
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then using it to calculate the number of lives that have been 
saved by the imposition of lockdown measures. 


THERE IS ANOTHER WAY OF TESTING WHETHER LOCKDOWNS 
Cause a substantial fall in infection and death rates. It is to com- 
pare the infection and death rates in countries which have im- 
posed lockdowns with the rates in those which have not. Studies 
have been published in the Lancet and Frontiers in Public 
Health which do precisely that. 

But their results do not confirm that lockdowns cause a low- 
ering of the infection and death rate from Covid-19. On the con- 
trary: the authors of both those papers report that they find “no 
association” between lockdowns and lowered infection and 
death rates. It's not that the evidence they collected fails to es- 
tablish that lockdowns cause a fall in infection and death rates. 
The evidence doesn’t even support a statistical correlation be- 
tween the imposition of lockdowns and a fall in infection and 
death rates. 

These studies do not claim that infection and death rates nev- 
er fall after countries impose lockdowns. They obviously have 
done so, in Australia and New Zealand, for instance. Rather, 
these studies demonstrate that the data collected so far do not 
show that a fall in infection and death rates is correlated with the 
imposition of a lockdown. 

Even if the data did show that association, it would not be 
enough to show lockdowns cause infection and death rates to 
fall. That one event happens after another event does not show 
that the first event caused the second. To assume it must da so is 
to make the same mistake as the man who found he woke up 


Emotive language: 
Covid-19 messaging at 
Piccadilly Circus 


with a headache every morning after he drank gin and tonic — 
so he stopped drinking tonic. ‘Ihe history of medicine is full of 
cases where a causal relationship has been claimed on the basis 
that two events were correlated — but on closer investigation, 
the events turned out not to be related as cause and effect. 

Critics have pointed out that there are so many differences in 
the way the populations of different countries react to the dis- 
ease, and in the measures that their governments use to fight it, 
and even in the ways they measure it, that cross-country com- 
parisons have little value in establishing anything reliable about 
whether lockdowns do or do not work to reduce infections. That 
is why a study which compares different provinces within a sin- 
gle country would be more helpful in the quest to establish 
whether or not lockdowns cause infection and death rates to fall 
in the countries that impose them. And one which does precise- 
ly that has recently been published. 


KASPER PLANETA KEPP AND CHRISTIAN BJ@RNSKOV 
looked at North Jutland, a single province of Denmark which is 
remarkably homogeneous: its population has essentially the 
same age and health profile, the same culture and a broadly sim- 
ilar level of prosperity. This means that many of the problems 
that make it difficult to draw reliable conclusions from studies 
that compared two or more different countries do not apply. 
North Jutland is divided into 11 municipalities. It is a centre 
for Denmark’s mink farms, Last November, when there was a 
concern that a new strain of Covid could jump from mink to 
people, seven of those 11 municipalities imposed a lockdown: 
they issued stay-at-home orders, and closed non-essential busi- 
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nesses, schools and colleges. The other 


eas eens tions to the rules be 


cause many thou- 


four municipal areas did not impose any The problem with sands of people work in vital services and 
of those measures. loeckdowns is not industries — such as the provision of food 

Kepp and Bjornskov compared what the principle but and medical care, the maintenance of law 
happened to Covid infection and death e ene and order, maintaining the electricity, wa- 
rates in the municipalities which imposed putting itinto ter and gas networks, and so on — who 


a lockdown with what happened in those 
that did not. They found that the reduction 
in infection and death rates followed an 
almost identical pattern in both. 


practice. It will only 
be effectiveifthereis 
perfect compliance 


have to be able to continue to interact with 
others if our society is not to collapse. 


LET US ASSUME THAT LOCKDOWNS 


It is very striking evidence that lock- 
downs are not effective in reducing infection and death rates, 
but it does not appear to have persuaded many of the scientists 
who study Covid. In particular, Sir Patrick Vallance and Profes- 
sor Whitty continue to insist that, prior to inoculating 70 per cent 
of the population, lockdowns are the only effective way of com- 
bating Covid. 

They may think that studies are not needed to establish so 
elementary a point as the effectiveness of lockdowns in con- 
trolling infectious viruses that spread in droplets in the air trav- 
elling from person to person. It is a fundamental principle gov- 
erning infectious diseases spread by human contact that if you 
do not have contact with another individual, you cannot infect, 
or be infected by, them. And in this the Chief Scientific Officer 
and the Chief Medical Officer are surely right: it is a fundamen- 
tal principle. So lockdowns must work after all, right? 

Wrong. It doesn’t follow that lockdowns must work to dimin- 
ish infections and deaths from Covid. The problem is not with 
the principle but with putting it into practice. If no one meets 
with anyone else, that will indeed completely prevent the spread 
of new infections -— but a lockdown will only have that effect if 
there is perfect compliance. But complete isolation for everyone 
is obviously not a feasible option. No society can function when 
literally everyone goes into rigorous self-isolation. The laws gov- 
ering lockdowns rightly recognise that there have to be excep- 


ily, aga\e 4a 


“A0 quid — result! Just goes to show, sometimes 
good things come from bad,” said the boy. 


could in theory be effective in reducing 
Covid infection and death rates even when exceptions are made 
for a minimum of 15 per cent of the population. What would be 
the problem? Again, the problem isn’t with the theory. It’s with 
practice. There are clearly profound practical difficulties in 
getting a high level of compliance from the other 85 per cent of 
the population. Many people are reluctant only to leave home 
when they have a reason for going out that is accepted by the 
government. The government is aware of this. That is why it is 
running the advertising campaign stating Bending the rules 
costs lives. 

What degree of compliance is needed from the 85 per cent of 
the population that don’t do essential jobs in order for lock- 
downs to be effective? I don’t think that anyone knows the an- 
swer to that question. But there is plenty of evidence to suggest 
that, whatever the needed degree of compliance is, we in the UK 
have not reached it. Could we achieve the necessary level of 
compliance, whatever that level of compliance turns out to be? 

Again, in theory, we could — but the problem is once again 
with practice. Any government can in theory achieve 100 per 
cent compliance with any policy if it imposes sufficiently draco- 
nian punishments, backed up by a sufficiently high chance of 
enforcement. The government could impose the death penalty 
for breaking lockdown rules. I take it that no one in their right 
mind would want to go that far, though it might be very effective 
in cutting infection rates. 

But the government could easily impose much stricter pun- 
ishments for people who do not comply with lockdown rules. 
Should it? My strong conviction is that it should not, even if it 
turns out to be true that strictly enforced lockdowns significantly 
reduce the spread of Covid-19. China and North Korea are soci- 
eties where the police have the kind of powers necessary to en- 
force uniform compliance with lockdown rules. I do not want to 
live in that kind of society. I hope that most other British citizens 
view that outcome with the same alarm that I do. 


COMMON RESPONSE TO SUGGESTING THAT 
lockdowns are not worth their costs is to say that 
the only alternative to a lockdown is letting 
Covid-19 rip through our society unchecked — 
and that, the critics say, would lead to far higher 
death rates and a totally overwhelmed NHS. But the dichotomy 
is a false one. It is not true that the only options are either having 
a full lockdown or doing nothing at all to try to diminish Covid 
infection and death rates. Ending the lockdown does not mean 
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letting the Covid infection rate run riot. There are a great many 
things that can be done to reduce infection and death rates short 
ofa full lockdown — or any lockdown. 

A paper published by the European Journal of Clinical Inves- 
tigation in December claims alternatives to lockdown are at 
least as effective in diminishing the infection and death rate. The 
authors believe they can assess the effectiveness of lockdown 
measures such as stay-at-home orders and business closures 
against milder policies, such as reminding people to stay at least 
two metres apart, avoid gatherings of more than 50 people and 
wash their hands regularly. They say there is no evidence that 
lockdown results in a greater reduction in infection and death 
rates than the milder measures. They conclude that lockdowns 
are a misguided policy. 

You do not have to accept that paper’s conclusion to believe it 
has not been properly established that the benefits of lockdown 
policies are worth their costs. There is a great deal of evidence 
that the costs of imposing a lockdown are enormous: on em- 
ployment and the economy, on education, and on mental 
health, for example. That would be fine if the scientific literature 
had established significant benefits from lockdowns on dimin- 
ishing the spread of Cavid-19. 


DRGREEN’S 
“Gaslighting” 


MANY PEOPLE ARE UPSET AT THE EFFECTS OF LOCKDOWN 
and there would be a revolt if it turned out the government has 
seriously damaged the economy, destroyed millions of jobs and 
blighted a generation's educational prospects for no significant 
benefit. But that is what the evidence suggests has happened. 

The government has embarked on a vast social experiment 
without knowing what the outcome will be, and without reliable 
evidence of any beneficial effect. It has yet to publish a full audit 
of the costs and benefits of lockdown on Britain. A report by the 
think-tank Civitas estimates that the lockdown will cause 
(amongst many other costs) 20,000 additional deaths as a result 
of delayed treatments for cancer and other diseases. The Insti- 
tute of Fiscal Studies claims that the effect of losing half a year’s 
schooling on the future earnings of Britain's children will cost 
the Treasury about £100 billion in tax revenues. 

‘The lack of a comprehensive cost-benefit analysis by the gov- 
ermment may be because the costs are mostly in the future, so we 
cannot see them. There is a very human tendency to discount 
them drastically as a consequence. But that is a very serious mis- 
take. No one has ever prevented a disaster by pretending it 
wasn’t going to happen. Whatever “scientific” policymaking is, 
we do not have it in Britain at the moment. © 


& "MPs need to stop letting Boris 
Johnson gaslight the public and 
stand up for honesty,” wrote the honest 
Alastair Campbell in the upstanding 
Independent last July. 

Gaslighting is a form of 
psychological manipulation and 
control. To gaslight someone is to 
make them doubt their memory, their 
sense impressions and their judgment. 
Key techniques include denial, 
mockery, threats, insults, trivialisation, 
isolating the victim and, some say, 
emerging periodically from Number 
Ten to clap the NHS. 

The term derives from Patrick 
Hamilton's play Gas Light (1938). A 
controlling husband tells his wife that 
she isn’t hearing what she’s hearing, 
that the gas light in their flat doesn’t go 
darker every evening when he is aut of 
sight, and that her suspicions are 
baseless, the fantasies of a sick mind. 
She becomes increasingly passive and 
disturbed, and loses touch with reality. 
The intervention of a passing detective 
saves her from her husband, reveals 
the truth about what he’s been doing 


while he was out of the room, and 
restores her sanity. 

In common parlance by the Sixties, 
gaslighting entered the psychoanalytic 
literature by the Seventies, and was 
then carried into upwardly mobile 
American parlance on a therapeutic 
and highly commercial tide of self- 
affirmation. 

It might have been expected that 
gaslighting would be popularised in 
the United States, the land of the 
therapeutic, but it may well have been 
coined in buttoned-up Britain, the land 
of Michael Sadleir’s prurient novel of 
Victorian prostitution, Fanny by 
Gaslight (1940). 

Patrick Hamilton’s Gas Light was 
filmed twice. The British film 
adaptation was released in 1940, the 
year that Fanny by Gaslight was 
published. Vincent Price, later a star of 
Hammer horrors, brought Hamilton‘s 
play to Broadway in 1941. In 1944, 
George Cukor filmed an American 
version with Ingrid Bergman, Charles 
Boyer, Joseph Cotton and a young 
Angela Lansbury. 
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Cukor’s 
version was 
titled Angel 
Street. Was this to 
avoid confusion with 
the British film version of Gas Light? Or 
was it to avoid confusion with the 
British film adaptation of Fanny by 
Gaslight, which also came out in 1944, 
and was released in the US as Man of 
Evil? This American Angel Street was 
sold in Britain as The Murder in 
Thornton Square. Was that a cunning 
scheme to gaslight British audiences 
into seeing the same story twice? 
Perhaps Americans should talk of 
being angelstreeted. But they don't. 

The poet Alicia Stallings asks what 
the past participle of gaslight should 
be. I suggest that while Sherlock 
Holmes’s rooms and Fanny Hopwoad’s 
indiscretions were gaslit, people are 
gaslighted. Smokes and stoves are lit 
with a gas lighter, minds are darkened 
by a gaslighter.@ 


Dominic Green is deputy editor of 
the Spectator’s US edition 


Faith Masks 


Writer and photographer Laura Dodsworth 
and seamstress Nina Murden collaborated on 
a project to convey the ideological significance 
of face masks, the new vestiture of the faithful 


LAURA DODSWORTH 

DO MASKS PROVIDE CONFIDENCE, 
or do they keep fear in your face? Are 
they scientifically-proven barriers to 
transmission or hopeful talismans? Do 
they express communitarianism or 
abnegation of the self? 

Curiously, I am more nervous about 
unveiling a photography series depicting 
the quasi-religious values masks 
represent than I was about my series on 
penises and vulvas. Will mouths covered 
by stitched words be more provocative 
than bare bodies? 

This past year we have been told that 
wearing a mask was an act of solidarity; 
it showed you care. I even remember an 
article saying that wearing a mask was an 
act of love. Social media has rung with 
“Wear a goddamn mask!” Masks have 
become totemic in the latest culture war, 
putting the issue of conformism or 
rebellion right in our face. 

As a people photographer I think lam 
especially attuned to the face. Even after 
several months | find masked faces 
discombobulating. Most communication 
is non-verbal so it’s not surprising that it 
is harder to connect and communicate. A 
friend told me she cries after shopping 
trips because the hidden faces feel so 
dehumanised. I know ofa little girl who is 
frightened of crowds of people in masks. 

Some people feel more confident and 
protected in masks. I met a nurse who 
told me she is so accustomed to 
mask-wearing that her face feels bare in 
public, She said she doesn’t think masks 
actually help prevent infection but she 
feels safer anyway. 

At the beginning of the epidemic, 
politicians and public health leaders 


around the world told us masks were 
not effective in the community. 

But although there was no new hard 
evidence, policies changed country by 
country. In England, masks were 
legally mandated on public transport 
on 15 June last year and then on 

24 July in shops. In a speech last 
August, World Health Organisation 
director-general Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus said: “The mask has come 
to represent solidarity.’ 

What he did not mention was any 
new evidence behind the policy 
change. In fact, the WHO’s guide, 
“Mask use in the context of Covid-19", 
published last December, says: “At 
present there is only limited and 
inconsistent scientific evidence to 
support the effectiveness of masking of 
healthy people in the community to 
prevent infection with respiratory 
viruses, including SARS-CoV-2.” 

Health Secretary Matt Hancock said 
that masks “give people more confidence 
to shop safely and enhance protections 
for those who work in shops’. The UK 
government website does not offer the 
facts and figures behind the “science”: it 
just says that the “best available scientific 
evidence” is that face coverings “may 
reduce the spread of coronavirus 
droplets in certain circumstances, 
helping to protect others" 

Arecent large-scale randomised 
controlled trial in Denmark found that 
masks do not protect the wearer, 
although it was not designed to test 
whether others could be protected. 

Tn the face of such flyweight 
evidence we must have faith. And that, 
to me, is one of the key qualities masks 
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have come to represent. Our church is 
the NHS, nurses our angels, and masks 
sacralise out faith and hope for 
protection. 

Head coverings and veils are an 
integral part of Christianity, Judaism and 
Islam — the head and the face are closer 
to God. We chose white cotton masks 
and clothes to evoke the purity and piety 
of religious vestiture. So many world 
religions adopt white at different times: 
the Jewish white kittel, the garb of 
mourning for Buddhists and Hindu 
widows. I thought particularly of the 
white veil of the Christian novice nun, 
and baptismal garments, signalling the 
induction into faith. The white back- 
ground references a clean, sanitised, 
medical environment. 


WILL WE THROW OFF OUR MASKS in 
2021? Some public health officials, our 
new priests, want us to keep them, 
perhaps because they are true believers 
in the protective power of the mask, or 
perhaps because masks symbolise our 
obedience and compliance to the new 
creed: public health policy. Ifyou don’t 
wear a mask, or point out the scant 
evidence in favour, you are labelled a 
Covid-denier. The implication will be 
you do not care. ‘There are fines for such 
heretics. There is also public shaming. 

Masks symbolise values that go far 
beyond science, a new creed we are 
finding the words for. They emblemise a 
nascent “religion” in which the moral 
code is based upon extending life, not 
securing your place in the afterlife. But in 
this liminal time, before we have the 
words and authoritative codification, 
make no mistake about the symbolism. 

Masks are the vestiture of the faithful, 
signalling belief and, importantly, 
obedience. Handwashing and sanitising 
are daily baptisms, washing away our 
innate human infectiousness just as the 
Christian baptism washes away our 
innate sin. 

Cathedrals play host to mass vaccina- 
tions in a powerful intersection of the old 
and new religions. Spaced congregations 
of the masked elderly wait, listening to 
organ music for their modem miracle, 
the rite of biomedical transubstantiation. 
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IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY, the study of history became 
increasingly professionalised, less the province of clergymen 
writing in their spare time, more the work of full-time writers 
and professional historians. But alongside the professional his- 
torians such as Macaulay and Carlyle, who based their studies 
only on literary sources, were hosts of amateur historians, many 
of them happy to be known as antiquaries, who pursued what 
we would now regard as local history. 

‘Ihe Society of Antiquaries supported and fertilised their 
interests through a programme of regular scholarly papers and 
the publication of the journal Archaeologia — encouraging the 
study of tombs and medieval remains, hearing papers on flints 
and bronze implements, supporting the excavation of Roman 
barrows, trying to prevent the architect, James Wyatt, from re- 
storing cathedrals, including Salisbury, Lichfield, Hereford and 
Durham, too radically. Landowners such as Richard Colt Hoare 
turned to the study of the archaeology of their surroundings ata 
time when travel on the continent was difficult. The society 
commissioned engravings of the Bayeux Tapestry and the study 
of antiquity extended to Egypt. 

By the 1850s, the growth of government was 
putting pressure on the civil service departments 
housed in offices on either side of the courtyard in 
Somerset House. Gladstone, as chancellor of the 
exchequer, had the idea of buying Burlington 
House, one of the last remaining great aristocratic 
mansions on Piccadilly, to provide space for the 
learned societies — not just the triumvirate of the 
Royal Society, the Royal Academy and the Society 
of Antiquaries from Somerset House but some of 
the newer societies which had grown up in the late 
eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries: the 
Linnaean Society, founded in 1788 in honour of 
the Swedish naturalist, Carl Linnaeus, whose col- 
lections it houses; the Geological Society, founded 
in 1808; and the Royal Astronomical Society, 
founded in 1820, 

It was taken for granted the government would 
pay for the building. ‘Ihe Royal Society was very 
keen and moved into Burlington House in 1857. 
The Society of Antiquaries was more cautious, initially not see- 
ing any particular benefit in relocation; but it co-operated with 
the architects, Banks and Barry, who were recruited to draw up 
plans. A decade followed in which there was endless argument 
as to what space could and should be occupied by the respective 
beneficiaries of the site. Then Sydney Smirke realised that it 
would be possible to build the new exhibition galleries the Royal 
Academy so badly needed at the back of Burlington House. The 
Academy under Sir Francis Grant, its business-like president, 
insisted on a 999-year lease. 

The Society of Antiquarics got most of what it had asked for 
and been promised: a new lecture room on the ground floor 
which is still used for its regular meetings and another room on 
the ground floor, which was originally the secretary's dining 
room and is now used as its council room. 


The Society 


has become 
the victim 
ofachangein 
government 
policy towards 
charging 
itstenants 


Agrand staircase leads up to a tall and spacious library, whch 
accommodates students and the society's now very substantial 
collections of books, prints and manuscripts; and a residence 
with a separate entrance for its secretary, much of which has 
now been converted into offices. 


T FINALLY MOVED INTO ITS NEW HEADQUARTERS 

in January 1875. Its then president, Lord Stanhope, must 

have assumed in a very English way that the premises 

would be occupied on the same basis as those in 

Somerset House, without being expected to pay rent, 
only assuming the cost of maintaining and developing the li- 
brary. This was a mark of the goodwill that the government felt 
towards the society's support for research and scholarship, but 
nothing was in writing. 

Once ensconced in Burlington House, the study of the past 
and the activities of the Society of Antiquaries, which had been 
dominated by a romantic sensibility in the first half of the nine- 
teenth century, dreaming of the lost spires of the Middle Ages, 
turned more earnest, archaeological, scholarly and academic — 
indeed, in common with its neighbours, more sci- 
entific. Instead of devoting its energies to the illus- 
tration and examination of medieval cathedrals 
and churches, it concentrated more on supporting 
the excavation of Roman remains at Silchester, 
Caerwent and Wroxeter. 

‘The society was part of the movement which led 
to the passing of the Ancient Monuments Act in 
1882. Its officers, particularly Charles Peers, who 
was appointed secretary in 1908, not long before 
being appointed inspector of ancient monuments 
in the Office of Works, pioneered the meticulous, 
quasi-scientific preservation of castles, monaster- 
ies and archaeological remains, 

It is hard to remember a time when there were 
not public bodies like Historic England, but for 
many years, the task of recording and preserving 
historic buildings fell to the Society of Antiquaries, 

Throughout the twentieth century, the society 
was an important part of the community of sup- 
port for archaeology, medieval studies and historic conserva- 
tion, uniting the work of professionals with amateurs who had a 
demonstrable interest in heraldry, genealogy, medieval archi- 
tecture and local history. 

Archaeology became high-profile, helped by popular televi- 
sion programmes such as Animal, Vegetable or Mineral? and the 
1950s show Buried Treasure, which made the archaeologists 
Mortimer Wheeler and Glyn Daniel into household names. 
Meanwhile, the interests of professional historians have moved 
away from high politics to the study of material culture, includ- 
ing clothing and housing, which have always been the province 
of the Society of Antiquaries, 

Ever since 1707, election as a fellow has been regarded as a 
badge of honour by amateur and professional alike, a mark of 
esteem within the community of scholarship. 
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NE MIGHT HAVE THOUGHT THAT, afier 300 
years, the future of the Society of Antiquaries was 
secure. But it has become the victim of changing 
government policy towards charging tenants of its 
buildings. ‘This was first suggested in the 1990s, 
when the Government Efficiency Unit recommended that own- 
ership should be vested in the relevant government department. 

In the case of Burlington House this was the then Department 
of the Environment, which considered vesting the building in a 
charitable trust, following the same model as was pursued very 
successfully both at Somerset House and the Royal Naval Col- 
lege, Greenwich. This would surely have been the most sensible 
solution. However, they couldn’t agree an appropriate valuation 
and eventually it went to court. Each of the societies was offered 
a ten-year lease at a discounted rent. ‘This was agreed. 

The Society of Antiquaries began to pay a very Jow rent, only 
£4,000 in 2012, which was supposed gradually to increase to a 
market rate over the next 80 years. The problems emerged when 
the lease was renewed. The Treasury had classified the building 
as an investment property and so now required the society to pay 
a commercial rent. Burlington House is in Mayfair, so, instead of 
aslow and gradual increase as had been promised, the rent was 
jacked up to £150,000 last year, an increase of 3,000 per cent. 

You might say, and there are no doubt people in the Treasury 
who would agree, that a charge of £150,000 per annum for spa- 
cious premises in central Mayfair is a bargain. The problem is 
that the Society of Antiquaries cannot afford it and now believes 
that it will have either have to sell works from its collection or 
move out. The first option would be a breach ofits charitable ob- 
jectives, and the second would mean that it would lose occupa- 
tion of the headquarters which the government gave it in 1875. 


SO, WHAT IS THE ANSWER? It is one of those intractable prob- 
lems which no one has been able to solve, including the judge at 


“I'll go for the Pfizer please, with a soup¢on of AstraZeneca.” 


the court hearing. Each of the societies believes that it has a 
route into government, gets halfway in negotiations, only to hita 
brick wall or the relevant minister is reshuffled. 

‘To solve the problem, one would first need to know the free- 
hold value of the Grade IT* listed property, which is not large 
enough to be converted to a hotel and would not easily lend it- 
self to commercial offices. Most of it is a scholarly library and 
there are sitting tenants. In 2001 the government sold the old 
University of London building on Burlington Gardens to the RA 
for £4 million, so such transactions can be done by the Treasury. 

I assume the Society of Antiquaries could not be treated sep- 
arately from the other learned societies —- the Chemists, Linnae- 
ans, Geologists and Astronomers --- all of whom face aversion of 
the same problem. Jt would not be sensible for one of the socie- 
ties to leave the others in the lurch, not least because govern- 
ment would be faced with a version of the same issues five times 
over, which would be an absurd waste of its time and energies. 

So, let us say, for sake of argument, that the value of the prop- 
erties round the courtyard as a whole is £25 million. Robert Jen- 
tick, the secretary of state for housing, communities and local 
government, could, of course, ask each of the societies to find a 
percentage of the funds required. But it is extremely unlikely that 
this would work, because none of them could find the funds at 
all straightforwardly, except possibly the Royal Society of Chem- 
istry, which is richer than the others, so may conceivably have 
funds in its reserves. 


£25 MILLION IS NOT A HUGE SUM in terms of government fi- 
nance. ‘The only reasonably straightforward answer that I can 
see is for the societies to work together (not straightforward giv- 
en the diversity of their intellectual concerns) to establish an in- 
dependent trust which would have responsibility for the stew- 
ardship of the site as a whole and then ask the National Heritage 
Memorial Fund to provide a substantial proportion of the funds 
as a matter of urgency. 

Itis, after all, exactly the sort of issue which the fund was set 
up to solve: an imminent disaster waiting to happen where the 
learned societies may have to vacate their premises one by one, 
move their libraries out, such that the fabric of knowledge which 
they represent, the community of scholarship, their inherited 
expertise, would be lost forever. 

The fund would need to be able to support the purchase of a 
lease rather than an object or work of art, but there are prece- 
dents for this, for example when the National Trust acquired 
‘Tyntesfield and when Wentworth Woodhouse was acquired by 
an independent trust in 2016. There will also be an issue of pub- 
lic access. But the libraries are all freely available to scholars and 
researchers on request. There are 3,000 fellows of the Society of 
Antiquaries, so it is not nearly as exclusive a membership as, for 
example, the RA, which is capped at 100. And the premises are 
already regularly open for Open House and interested groups, 
with plans to do more public events and teaching. 

A solution needs to be found as a matter of urgency in order 
to prevent the break-up of more than 300 years of history, its 
professional study and community of support.@ 
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Arascal—b 


ut leave it at that we 


T 
| 


We need to mind our 
language when describing 
those with whom we disagree 


AM A RASCAL, Well, strictly 

speaking I am among the “rascally 

voices” whom the Archbishops of 

Canterbury and York charged with 

undermining the Church of 
England in the Spectator recently. They 
didn’t appear to like our criticisms of the 
drab managerial direction the dear old 
CofE has been taking fora depressingly 
long time. 

Putting the substance of the issue aside 
for a second, the archbishops’ article made 
me think about how we all ought to engage 
with each other when we contest ideas in 
the public square. This is a combative time, 
and the church is in an especially combat- 
ive mood right now. To be fair, this is 
nothing new. Clergymen — and now 
clergywomen — have been famed for 
taking chunks out of each other since Peter 
and Paul nearly came to blows in Antioch 
in the first century. In the time since, our 
tendency to kill each other has considera- 
bly diminished, and so has the language 
we use of each other. 

I didn’t mind being called a rascal. 


“Eye of newt, wing of bat — aren't you worried 


about starting a pandemic?” 


It’s certainly better than the way many 
Christians still speak of, and to, each other, 
And this is important, for finding the tight 
language to describe those with whom you 
disagree seems to be one of the most 
troubling shortcomings of our national 
discourse right now, and if the church 
can’t lead the way in “disagreeing well” 
who can? 

In the wider political world, the way 
we have taken to describing each other is 
bad and getting worse. Let’s look at the 
words that are most commonly reached 
for on Twitter: traitor, fascist, murderer, 
white supremacist. These have become 
such a routine part of mainstream 
discourse over Brexit and the pandemic 
that we should reflect on quite how 
shocking it is that we casually label each 
other such things. Such things are said, 
can such things actually be meant? 

Why are we not shocked by such 
rhetoric? Consider just what it means to 
use terms drawn from the darkest recesses 
of human history. First, it diminishes those 
words, If everyone you disagree with is a 
Nazi then nobody is a Nazi —a dangerous 
position to find ourselves in when men 
with swastikas are periodically marching in 
Western cities. George Blake, who died in 
Moscow recently, was the cause of the 
death of hundreds of British 
agents in the Cold War. He 
was a traitor; Jo Cox was not. 


AND THAT IS THE SECOND 
PROBLEM. What have we 
done historically to fight 
traitors, fascists, murderers, 
white supremacists? We 
fought wars against them, 
we imprisoned them, we 
executed them. When we 
use these words about our 
political opponents, we are 
implying that we would, if 
necessary, resort to such 
means to stop them, 

We might not mean this; 
we, Clever people that we are, 
might know that we were 
using hyperbole. Others 
inevitably will not and will 


aa 
take us at our word, 


and then a young MP 
might be found 
dead on the 

streets of her 
constituency. 

There are 
certain people who are traitors (and there 
are legally defined terms for that) just as 
there are certain people who are fascists 
(although here the definition is hazier). 
The same is true of all such nouns of 
excess, We need to guard their use very 
closely and reserve them for people whom 
we would actually be willing to use “all 
means necessary” to stop. 

Because be in no doubt: the language 
Wwe are now using is that which people use 
in the approach to civil wars. It’s the 
language not just of disagreement, but of 
irreconcilable difference. 

One side feels threatened, and so they 
start to describe the other side in ways that 
make them, in turn, fear for their safety or 
liberty. Each side demonises the other to 
the extent that compromise becomes 
betrayal, and political defeat becomes an 
existential threat. Jaw-jaw becomes 
war-war, to borrow from Churchill, 

So we need to call a stop to it. ’'m 
pleased to have been called a rascal 
— we've got to have something to call each 
other, after all — and I look forward to 
being able to disagree well with my 
archbishops (should I have need to 
disagree with them) again. I also look 
forward to their disagreeing with me, or 
similar rascals, decently and pleasantly in 
the future too — even when they think 
we're profoundly wrong. 

And I'd like to make a plea to ali 

those involved in political debate to 
make a resolution not to exacerbate our 
fractious political climate with dangerous 
terms, even if we are convinced we're 
right, Actually, especially if we're 
convinced we're right. ‘That tends to be 
when we're at greatest danger of being 
catastrophically wrong. @ 


~— 


‘The Reverend Marcus Walker is 
Rector of St Bartholomew the Great 
in the City of London 
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Clive Aslet says the Barclay brothers were prescient when they built their grand private 
castle on Brecghou. Today, true privacy is something only serious money can buy 


The ultimate luxury 


HEN ONE OF THE BARCLAY FAMILY 
bought a 241ft super yacht in 2004, he 
called it Enigma. This itself allowed a rare 
glimmer of personality to escape from the 
curtain wall of anonymity behind which 

the Barclays — and particularly the billionaire twins, Sir David 
and Sir Frederick Barclay — sheltered. 

For here, it seemed, was a tease aimed at the journalists and 
gossip-mongers who wanted to penetrate the defences and put 
their private lives on parade —- secrecy that seemed all the more 
infuriating to their critics, since they had used some of their im- 
mense fortune, made from 
property, to buy newspapers 
such as the Daily Telegraph, 
which aren’t shy of airing oth- 
er people's dirty laundry in 
public. 

But the Barclays remained 
hidden from view, rarely 
glimpsed by most of their 
own employees. Like Wotan 
in The Ring, they called into 
being a castle on a Wagnerian 
scale — “the largest house 
built in Britain for at least two 
centuries” as the late Professor David Watkin 
described it in his book on its architect Quin- 
lan Terry, Radical Classicism, in 2006. 

Like a real fortress that was converted into 
acountry house during the Regency period, 
Fort Brecghou hugs a crown of rock ona tiny 
island next to Sark in the Channel Islands, 
symbolising both the Barclays’ great wealth 
and their desire to avoid the merest flicker of 
limelight. With the death of Sir David Barclay in January, Fort 
Brecqhou has fallen silent. 

Sir David was the marginally more exuberant of the two 
brothers, who were said to do everything together, even taking 
their overcoats off in what could have been mistaken for a syn- 
chronised routine. Highly focused, they were not, according to 
Sir David’s obituary in The Times, “easily distracted into casual 
conversation” But as is so often the way with country houses, 
Brecqhou says much about them — a rare and extravagant pub- 
lic act, built at hectic speed during the 1990s 


Sir David Barclay 
(left) and his 
twin brother Sir 
Frederick after 
receiving their 
knighthoods in 


2000. Right, 
Quinlan Terry's 
design for Fort 
Brecqhou 


Clive Aslet 
is Editorial by workmen who laboured throughout the 
Director of night, each having signed a non-disclosure 


ee agreement. 


The result is not merely a very large dwelling, in an unlikely 
location, but a monument, built of load-bearing masonry that 
could last 1,000 years. You can’t hide a building like that from 
Google Maps. It’s even obvious from the sea. ‘The inhabitants of 
Sark, which enjoys a feudal suzerainty over Brecqhou that no- 
body, before the Barclays, had bothered to repeal, know all 
about it, because of the constant lawsuits. It was for the Barclays 
— as the towering folly of Fonthill Abbey had been to the Regen- 
cy recluse William Beckford — a very visible place in which to 
be alone. 


AT THE TIME OF BUILDING, Brecghou seemed even more ex- 
traordinary than it does now — billionaires were rarer in 1990s 
Britain than they have since become — but it would be wrong to 
think of it as eccentric. In a reminiscence of Sir David in the 
Guardian, Tim Walker revealed that one title considered for the 
memoirs he had at one point been engaged to ghost was The 
Man who Built a Castle. This somewhat left Sir Frederick out of 
the equation and may have been an early indication of the fam- 
ily feud that erupted into the High Court last year when Sir Da- 
vid’s sons planted bugs to overhear business conversations at 
the Barclay-owned Ritz Hotel in London. 

However, it reveals the importance that castle-building can 
have for a man of Sir David’s stamp. He came to Terry with a 


sketch plan of what he wanted: a castle for him and his brother 
to inhabit, built around the four sides of an internal court. “The 
design was, of course, developed in a number of ways,” com- 
ments Terry, “but the general principles remain exactly as were 
made clear to me at our first meeting” Charles Kane, another 
newspaper mogul, built Xanadu but that was in a film; this 
would be the real thing. 

Castles capture the imagination of the very rich. They always 
have. In the Middle Ages great castles, built over many genera- 
tions, were practically beyond human computation. In a world 
in which every stone had to be quarried, chiselled and put in 
place by human muscle, they seemed not merely to be buildings 


but phenomena — infinitely old, they could only have been built 
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by fabulous figures such as King Arthur, Julius Caesar or giants. 

For the elite, they provided the backdrop to the romance of 
chivalry, that grand game of tournaments, symbolism and 
courtly love. Medieval battles traditionally ended when a charge 
of knights swept the losing side from the field. Like a well-de- 
fended castle, a man in plate armour was proof against most 
forms of attack — until gunpowder made him as vulnerable as 
the meanest foot soldier. Castle walls could be blown up. 


CHIVALRY OUGHT TO HAVE DIED; instead, it was brought 
back to life by Henry VIII. The cavaliers at the court of Charles I 
also loved it, building castles incuding Lulworth and Bolsover 
that evoke a fabled past. They lost the English Civil War but at the 
Restoration, grandees like the Duke of Lauderdale in Scotland 
built palaces with towers clearly intended to recall castles, In the 
next century, Horace Walpole praised a sham ruin recently built 
in Warwickshire as Possessing “the true rust of the barons’ war” 
Arevival of castle architecture was under way. Its greatest twen- 
tieth-century expression is Castle Drogo in Devon, built of gran- 
ite for the founder of a chain of grocery stores, Julius Drewe. Lu- 
tyens, his architect, did it under protest: he would have preferred 
to design something cosier. It was the client who insisted. Unfor- 
tunately, due to the innovative reliance on asphalt to stop water 
penetration, it leaked. But oh my, how sublime. 

Quinlan Terry might have sympathised with Lutyens. He 
would much rather have given Sir Davida nice Classical country 
house, I suspect — although he had already built a Regency 
Gothick house in Regent’s Park, which Sir David had admired, 
But details, details. Country houses are not only about style. The 
people who build them are invariably very rich and some, over 
the centuries, have had no qualms about showing off. 

In the Tudor period, they were expected to. There was a word 


recghoii is thelargest house 
built in Britain for at leasttwo 
centuries. There, the Barclays 
remained hidden from view, rarely 
glimpsed by their own employees 


for it: magnificence, Sumptuous clothes made of expensive fab- 
tics sewn with jewels and sideboards groaning with gold and 
silver vessels, splendid horses in rich caparisons and extrava- 
gant building projects were good things. They spread money 
around, stimulated trade, promoted a stable society by demon- 
strating the unbridgeable gulf between rich and poor, so vast 
that there was no point in trying to cross it. 

Strange though it seems in the twenty-first century, when 
many rich people like to keep below the radar, grandees were 
applauded for their displays of spectacle, fantasy, luxury and 
novelty; with magnificence went benevolence and generosity — 
or 80 it was said. The Barclay brothers were knighted for their 
philanthropy. Plus ca change, perhaps. 


HISTORIANS OF THE FUTURE will see Brecqhou as a prime 
example of the revival of country house building that took place 
at the end of the twentieth century. Itis particularly noticeable in 
Britain, with its long and tenacious tradition of the country 
house, because so few large houses had been built in the second 
two quarters of the century. In the 1920s, people like the Prince 
of Wales, the future Edward VI, didn’t want the stuffiness, for- 
mality and sense of feudal responsibility that went with the im- 
mense piles of a previous generation, 

Old country houses, following the agricultural depression 
that set in during the 1870s and lasted until the Second World 
War, were a struggle to maintain. In Scotland, the once princely 
Hamilton Palace — undermined in the family’s greed to extract 
coal — was demolished. So the Prince of Wales chose Fort Bel- 
vedere, a folly in Windsor Great Park, for what his father George 
V called “those damn weekends" It was a pleasure dome, like the 
houses he had seen on Long Island, with a tennis court, swim- 
ming pool and stable for polo ponies, 
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‘Ihe Second World War did not put an end to the country 
house, as Evelyn Waugh predicted in Brideshead Revisited. But 
the story of the decades afterwards was one of retreat. Country 
houses were demolished, turned into institutions or replaced 
with smaller, undistinguished modern dwellings that were more 
convenient to run. Taxes on investment income in the 1970s 
reached 98 per cent. All that changed with the advent of the 
‘Thatcher government. The Barclays were part of that movement. 
It was in a suite at the Ritz that Lady Thatcher died. 

‘This wasn’t, though, a national story. Whopping great coun- 
try houses or ranches have been built all over the world. There 
had always been the money in America for palatial dwellings in 
suburbs, resorts and seaside places outside the big cities, But the 
ambition to rival the Gatsby era took off in the 1980s. ‘They often 
looked back to the golden age of resort construction at thetum | the Ceausescu-like dacha known inevitably as Putin's Palace, 
of the twentieth century, associated with the great Beaux-Arts | are more opaque; indeed Putin denies owning it. It took the sui- 
firms of McKim, Mead and White, Carrére and Hastings, and cidally brave opposition leader Alexei Navalny to reveal the scale 
Delano & Aldrich. There was a revival of the Shingle Style, along- | and unseemly extravagance of the project, producing a receipt 
side numerous daring, assertively Modern homes. for, among other things, a $28,000 leather sofa. The footprint 

runs to 200,000 square feet, which is only a third of Versailles or 
IN 1986, THE ENGINEER AND INVENTOR Dean Kamen, whose | the Viceroy’s House in New Delhi and looks like a pimple beside 
father had worked as an illustrator for the magazine Mad, Weird | the Royal Palace of Caserta. 
Science among other publications, went further than mosi by, But two of those other palaces are no longer occupied and the 
like the Barclays, buying an island. The endearingly named | Viceroy’s House — now Rashtrapati Bhavan, is the official resi- 
North Dumpling Island is smaller than Brecqhou — a mere | dence ofthe President of India —- was built to house courts and 
three acres — and its owner has not shielded himself from the | bureaucracies. Like Fort Belvedere and Brecqhou, Putin’s Palace 


world’s eyes; in fact he has courted publicity by declaring his do- | has been built for his own occupation and pleasure, with a thea- 
main independent from the United States, as well as buildinga | tre, casino, gigantic swimming pool and a stage with a retracta- 
model of Stonehenge. ble pole for strippers. Whims of a dictator? ‘The stripper’s pole is 

Kamen may have an impish streak not universally shared by | nota requirement of every new country house, but in other re- 
the super-rich, but he speaks for many, one suspects, when jus- | spects, this outrageous dwelling does share characteristics of 


tifying his project: “To me Dumpling is the manifestation ofaloc | other homes of the global elite. Itis very large and very private. 
of peoples’ hopes and dreams. ‘If1 got to do it my way how would 


Ido it?” XTRAVAGANCE IN DOMESTIC ARCHITECTURE 

We know how Michael Jackson did it on his Neverland ranch, is as old as Nero’s Domus Aurea on the Palatine 
in California, with its private funtair for the adult who never grew Hill in Rome; the nearby Colosseum takes its name 
up. Vladimir Putin's activities at Cape Idokopas on the Black Sea, from the 35.5m-high statue of the Emperor that 


stood outside. But scale was generally kept within 
bounds during the twentieth century from a shared idea of good 
taste; only rhinoceros-hided wide boys like Nicholas van Hoog- 
straten risked the social stigma of being thought too flash. 

Today, size matters. The super-rich need garages for the clas- 
sic cars, a wing for contemporary art, a basement gym and bar, 4 
master bedroom suite that could occupy a whole floor. Recently 
T saw a glamorous 1930s house, occupied at one time by John 
Hay Whitney, then ambassador to the United Kingdom. Follow- 
ing a luxurious makeover by a property developer, itis now twice 
the size and far more luxurious in materials and finishes. ‘This is 
a general trend. Expect more post- Covid, as people reassess 
their personal space after lockdown. 

‘These days privacy for men like Putin is one of the main goals 
of domestic life. Ordinary mortals expect it as standard. Who 
wants to share a bathroom in a hotel? When Consuelo Vander- 
bilt married the ninth Duke of Marlborough in 1895, she en- 
“This used to be magic money trees..." tered a world in which ladies’ maids would wait in line outside 
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Extravagance: North 
Dumpling Island, 
Neverland Ranch 

~ and “Putin’s Palace” 
on the Black Sea 


the bathrooms in a country house, to keep a place for their 
mistresses. We're now as jealous of our own space as we are of 
personal data on the internet. Could it be that the pandemic will 
make us permanently anxious to keep other people at arm’s 
length? Shall we ever go back to the pre-Covid way of kiss- 
kissing and bear-hugging when we greet each other? Or shall we 
return to the puritanism of my childhood when social kissing 
was considered French? 

But the richer you get, the more difficult ptivacy is to achieve. 
Celebrities loathe the cameras on other peoples’ mobile phones. 
Hence places like Brecqhou, for in a crowded world, privacy has 
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become the ultimate luxury. How odd that would have seemec, 
in country houses where most people had to live in close, sweaty 
proximity with other people of different classes. Servants rou- 
tinely slept outside their masters’ doors. Mistresses shared their 
beds with servant girls, not from reasons of sexual desire but to 
keep warm. 

Reports of Georgian adultery trials reveal housemaids, laun- 
dry maids, porters and stewards who had made it their business 
to spy through keyholes, snoop around bedrooms and notice 
when a lady was at home, and to whom, Several nineteenth-cen- 
tury country-house owners, particularly in Ireland, built tunnels 
to avoid seeing servants or being themselves seen. These days 
few people have live-in staff and sexual misconduct doesn’t turn 
many hairs. But a row between a prime minister and his girl- 
friend, so easily overheard in the city, can become front-page 
news. The answer is to buy a country house. Or better, an island. 


SUCCESSFUL MEN LIKE TO LEAVE A MARK on the world. Fort 
Brecqhou is practically indestructible, having been built of two 
types of Spanish granite. It is, as Watkin excitedly wrote, the real 
deal: “At any castle, visitors look forward to emerging from dark 
and winding staircases on to a dramatic roofscape where they 
will walk along perilous platforms behind crenelated parapets, 
gazing out on a wild world of sky and sea, their lungs expanding 
in the strong winds.” In one sense, it is sustainable, in that unlike 
Modernist architecture it will stand for aeons. 

But Sir David, who was 86 when he died, was 
not a member of the eco generation. For to- 


| tried to print a document from my computer the other day and up 
@ Popped a message in red: The printer has experienced an unexpected 
problem in printing your document! Then came a completely indecipherable 
message — indecipherable by me, that is, and | should imagine by the great 
majority of the human race — namely, Error 86c019_23b9 (| approximate). 

There are, | know, some People who believe in pan-psychism and | daresay 
that somewhere is to be found a society for the prevention of cruelty to 
pebbles. In the old days, when cars were much less reliable than they are now 
and would break down regularly, | would fleetingly believe that they did so 
maliciously, and | would give mine a good kick in the radiator grille to teach 
ita lesson. But of course | never really believed in the malice of my car: | just 
thought a good kick might bring together the ends of a loose connection. 
Televisions were the same: when they went on the blink, you gave thema 
good slap on the top. It often worked. 

No one believes that his printer experiences anything. And by whom was 
the problem experienced as unexpected? If by me, surely | did not need to 
be told that it was unexpected. By the manufacturer, perhaps? If the latter, 
was it the staff, the managers or the shareholders of the manufacturing 
company who were surprised by it? Surely expectation requires a mind that 
can expect, likewise an expectation that is not met. 

Why not just say, The printer failed to print your document? This might 
suggest a mechanical or other breakdown. The wording used, by contrast, 
suggests that | should feel sorry for my printer for having placed unreasonable 
demands on and expected too much of it. No wonder the printer is feeling 
stressed out. After a little rest, however, it worked again. Next time [ll know 
better: I'll just throw a Valium into its works. @ 
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day’s High Net Worths, privacy is often associ- 
ated with something else in sharp decline: wil- 
derness. So wildlands philanthropy is on the 
rise, Kristine and the late Doug Tompkins used 
a fortune built from the Esprit clothing brand 
to buy more than 2 million acres in Patagonia, 
some of which will be restored and farmed sus- 
tainably, creating jobs for the community. 
‘There are many other examples. The San Fran- 
cisco businessman Richard Goldman has 
saved the forest on Yakobi Island from the pulp 
mills that have received so much of the timber 
from the rest of Alaska. Gordon Moore, 
co-founder of the silicon chip maker Intel, has 
funded land acquisitions by the Amazon Con- 
servation Association. 

It's not only about saving the planet though. 
Larry Ellison, founder of Oracle, has bought 
Lanai Island in Hawaii, intending to make it a 
wellness utopia. Other Silicon Valley billion- 
aires have looked even further afield. New Zea- 
land has become a destination for the likes of 
Peter ‘Thiel, co-founder of PayPal, as a hedge 
against the predicted climate apocalypse; Thiel 
has even taken New Zealand citizenship. Sir 
David Barclay may have seemed peculiar in his 
privacy fetish; really, he was on trend, @ 
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By Edward Lucas 


N THE 19808, you could still find time machines in 
London. They lurked up fusty staircases, behind faded 
curtains and signposted by tatty nameplates, giving a 
whiff — sometimes literally — of a city fast disappear- 
ing under the tides of globalisation and modernity. 
My favourites were the political ones. At Daquise, a 
South Kensington café haunted by the Polish diaspora, a collect- 
ing tin for the government-in-exile stood next to the till. That 
dusty body, still awaiting its glorious return to Warsaw in 1990, 
was just up the road in Eaton Square. Forlorn Fstonian, Latvian 
and Lithuanian embassies maintained the de jure statehood of 
the Soviet-occupied Baltic republics. A royalist Serbian club in 
Notting Hill kept the flame burning for Draza Mihailovic, the 
wartime anti-communist leader we abandoned. 

"The last of these time machines is the India Club. A hallowed 
hangout, it now faces its doom from the combined attack of the 
pandemic and a property developer. 

It was easy to miss even at the best of times. A shabby narrow 
staircase leads off the Strand, with worm 
black rubber treads protecting equally vener- 
able red lino. ‘The feeling is of a run-down 
boarding school: one half-expects St Trini- 
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The India Club: 
Formica, strip 
lighting and 
atmosphere 
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an’s girls will come thundering down the stairs waving their 
hockey sticks. Instead, you are greeted by India’s greats: Mahat- 
ma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru, independent India’s first prime 
minister, Krishna Menon, the first high commissioner to Lon- 
don, and others, hanging mutely in a tandom assortment. You 
have to know your Indian history to recognise some of them, but 
the customers who come for the cheap curry don’t care, and 
those who come for the ambience need no reminders. 

It was a real club once, established by the nationalist India 
League to promote post-independence friendship and. under- 
standing. Founding members included Lady Mountbatten and 
her lover Nehru. A National Trust exhibition in 2019 in the club’s 
lounge, called “A Home Away from Home” outlined its storied 
history as a hub of expatriate politics, culture and socialising 
for Indian intellectuals, 
diplomats and writers. 

It is hard to imagine 
now, but only a few 
decades ago in London 
curry was exotic, and 
South Asians were a 
rare bunch, lonely and 
cash-strapped. That the 
India Club’s Formica tables, strip lighting, battered steel uten- 
sils, flimsy paper napkins, wobbly chairs and rickety tables of- 
fered little concession to elegance or comfort mattered little. Far 
more important was the food, a formidable array of south Indian 
dishes, cooked with more flair than precision, and served at im- 
possibly low prices. And reinforcing the crispy chickpea batter 
on the starters, the unctuous sauce on the meat, and the chewy 
sweetness of the kulfi dessert was the distinctive atmosphere: a 
reminder what is exotic to some is homely to others. 


JA ci 
wr 


THE CLUB WAS PART OF THE MAGIC QUADRANGLE of my 
twenties. I studied at LSE, just the other side of Aldwych. Then I 
was a radio producer at Bush House, the glorious temple of the 
then-revered BBC External Services, in the 
middle of London’s poshest traffic island. For 
easy access to work, [ lived in a decrepit 
ex-council flat in the hardscrabble neighbour- 
hood of Covent Garden (reader: those days 
were different). 

The ties to the past were palpable. At LSE, 
the student revolts of the late 1960s were still 
recent history (a spot on a roof terrace was 
where, we were solemnly but mistakenly told, 
Mick Jagger had hurled a chair into the street). 
‘The era of Sidney and Beatrice Webb, Harold 
Laski, William Beveridge and Lionel Robbins 
was not distant intellectual history but con- 
cerned people who seemed to have only re- 
cently left the room. Indeed, one could easily 
imagine them eating a suitably austere meal at 
the India Club, talking approvingly of the dis- 
astrous Nehruvian socialism that well-mean- 
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South Indian 
dishes cooked 
with flair 


ing Fabians bequeathed to the 
sub-continent in a final act of in- 
tellectual imperialism. 

At Bush House, another time 
machine, the memories were 
more congenial. I would eat at the 
India Club before night shifts, 
trailing the fumes of my curry as I 
plied deserted corridors and stair- 
cases that had once been trodden 
by George Orwell and his col- 
leagues, broadcasting to occupied 
Europe. Their wartime work 
helped destroy the Third Reich, I 
told myself self-importantly. Now 
my colleagues and I were doing 
the same to the Soviet empire. 

I didn’t know the club's history then. My friends and I be- 
lieved — wrongly — that it was somehow attached to the nearby 
Indian High Commission, and thus enjoyed some kind of qua- 
si-diplomatic tax concession. This, we thought, also explained 
why the Thatcherite tides of market economic and customer sat- 
isfaction had not yet breached this bastion of semi-socialism. 
The menu seemed to be a work of magical realism, nota guide to 
the food. The waiter would repeatedly ask if you wanted the “set 
meal” — and bring it anyway. The bill was always around £8. 
Other things were not on the menu but could be ordered, such 
as ferocious chili bhajias. Alcohol was not served, but the restau- 
rant embraced a liberal bring-your-own policy, with no corkage. 
You were encouraged to take away the empties. 

Conversation flourished amid the cramped tables, more like 
a pub than a restaurant. Disputatious tables drewin neighbours, 
If you arrived alone, armed with a book or newspaper, you sel- 
dom got to finish it. In the hotel upstairs were rooms too, the 
cheapest in central London. For the thrifty and resilient young, 
they were a bargain, though picker guests flinched at the well- 
worn fittings, eccentric plumbing and capacious ventilation. 


HE RESTAURANT IS NOW a commercial enter- 
prise (of a kind), run by the same family. The 
leaseholder since 1997 is Yagdar Marker, aged 
70; his mother, Khorshed, worked there until 
her mid-cighties, while his 32-year-old daugh- 
ter Phiroza is spearheading the campaign to 
save this slice of London’s gastronomic and post-colonial past. 

But as London smartened up, the India Club didn’t. It stood 
for other values, increasingly anachronistic: that restaurants 
were not just a business, that functional décor needed no im- 
provement, that the patina of time was nota sign of neglect, but 
a sign that the past was properly cherished. 

Things have changed a little this century. The menu features 
more options. The randomness has abated somewhat. Alcohol 
is served, though the bring-your-own policy remains. But it is 
still a good idea to order the £19 set menu, with bhuna lamb, 
butter chicken, chili paneer and dhal. 


Now this defiant bastion of 
postwar grunge is under threat. 
Three years ago, the Markers 
fought off a takeover by the land- 
lords, Marston Properties, who 
put in a planning application with 
Westminster Council to turn the 
site into a hotel. A hotel, that is, in 
the conventional sense, with 
shiny surfaces, silent mattresses 
and obedient windows. 

A petition by fans across Brit- 
ain and from abroad drew thou- 
sands of signatures and worked 
wonders. Westminster Council 
threw out the application, citing 
the restaurant’s cultural and his- 
torical significance. A second application filed just weeks later 
failed too. 

Now the developers are back. Marston Properties declined to 
answer my questions, but issued a statement saying that they 
have owned an interest in the building since 1981 and have al- 
ways had the intention of Tunning the hotel eventually. They say 
they are concemmed about the building's “viability and condi- 
tion” and have tried for years to resolve issues about its redevel- 
opment with the owner of the businesses. Following the expiry 
of the lease, they are, they argue, “entitled to re gain possession to 
occupy the building for our own business use and therefore no- 
lice was served in August 2020” 


THE LOGIC OF THE MARKET can seem inescapable: a prime 
city-centre site ought to be attracting high-spending customers 
with high-end services. That creates wealth and jobs. The build- 
ing’s owner has property rights. ‘They can’t be ignored. 

But there is another side to the story. Ms Marker says that 
Marston's fire safety concerns, for example, are unfounded. The 
lack of wheelchair access is an issue, but an existing lift shaft 
could be renovated — and the Markers’ company has offered to 
pay for it. “By the end, we were left with no options for a long- 
term future,” she says. 

Even my flinty free-market views flinch at all this. London has 
no shortage of smoothly-run eateries and bland hotels. It is hard 
to argue that we need even more. Our city authorities do protect 
historic sites and regulate the use of buildings in the interest of 
aesthetics, conservation and social cohesion. Could they not do 
more in this case? 

The tenancy is protected, and though the lease has indeed 
expired, it rolls over until the legal process has finished. The 
Markers must file their defence by March. But their business has 
been stricken by the pandemic, leaving coffers empty for a legal 
battle against a wealthy adversary. Hope still burns though. A 
crowdfunding appeal for legal costs has raised more than 
£32,000 from more than 1,000 supporters. I am one of them. You 
should be too. What price a time machine, in reasonable if 
| creaky working order? @ 
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Three days 
that shamed 
the world 


Janine di Giovanni on the profoundly 
moving Oscar-nominated film that is 
teaching young Bosnian Serbs about the 
awful truth of the Srebrenica massacre 


IX YEARS AGO AT THE CANNES FILM Festival, 

the Bosnian film director Jasmila Zbani¢ pitched a 

storyline for Quo Vadis, Aida?, a movie about the 

Srebrenica genocide. Zbani¢, a Bosnian who'd 

grown up during the siege of Sarajevo and graduat- 

ed from the prestigious Academy of Performing 
Arts, had already made several award-winning films. She was 
thought of as a stirring young talent. However, the producers 
were not impressed. 

“They fell asleep;” Zbani¢ says drily. “Maybe it was too hot in 
the South of France. Maybe there were too many parties at 
Cannes. Or maybe the time just wasn’t right to talk about Sre- 
brenica” The film industry is not sleeping any more. It took 
Zbanic years of efffort to get financing, 
but now Quo Vadis, Aida? is shortlist- 
ed for both the Baftas and for Best In- 
ternational Feature Film at the Oscars. 
For a female Bosnian director, it’s a re- 
markable achievement. Particularly as 
it’s not so long since a civil war ripped 
her country pieces, climaxing in the 
genocide at Srebrenica. 

“I have the feeling the time is right,’ 
says Zbani¢, who today lives between 
Sarajevo and Berlin. “Srebrenica has 
so many levels, mostly political, but I 
chose to go with a personal story. I wanted the audience to feel 
for 103 minutes what it was like to be there. Maybe that will 
change the understanding of what genocide really means.’ 

Quo Vadis, Aida? is the story of a United Nations interpreter, 
Aida, trying to save her husband and two sons after the Bosnian 
Serb Army overran the town 
in July 1995. Aida, a former 
teacher and a Muslim, is 
caught between her role as a 
UN official — having to 
translate the words of the 


thna Duriti¢c as Aida 


ine di Giovanni is a Senior 
Fellow at Yale University’s Jackson 
Institute for Global Affairs. Her next 


book, The Vanishing: Christians in 
the Middle East, will be published 
by Bloomsbury in December 


; 


men who eventually murder her family and friends — and a 
frightened mother and wife. Her UN bosses refuse to help. 

Meanwhile thousands of terrified Bosnian Muslims crowd 
outside the UN compound, pleading for their lives to be saved. 
Butitbecomes clear that no one in the international community 
is coming to help. 

During the three days the film portrays, memories float back 
to Aida of a gentler time before the war began in 1992 --- parties, 
friends, home. As the Serbs enter the town, killing and destroy- 
ing, we see Aida’s disbelief give way to horror and finally, a 
numbing deadness. She knows she will lose her family forever. 
‘The city falls, the UN abandons the people, and the Serbs round 
up the men and boys — some dressed like girls by their mothers 
to hide them — and take them to meet their fate. 


IT IS A POWERFUL WORK, haunting, beautifully filmed, and 
mesmerically acted by a husband and wife team, ironically both 
Serbs, who play Aida and General Ratko Mladi¢, aka the Butcher 
of Bosnia. But most of all, it is a terrible indictment of the failure 
of the UN to protect a civilian population who were under their 
protection. Srebrenica was one of the Bosnian towns designated 
in those war years as a “safe area’ 

When the city fell, the Dutch UN battalion — far outnum- 
bered by the Bosnian Serb forces — were unable to get air sup- 
port to drive the Bosnian Serbs away. The colossal mistakes the 
UN made were the result of a bureaucratic muddle — those 
needed to give permission at the highest level for air strikes were 
either on vacation or out to lunch. The Dutch commanders were 
told to appease the Serbs. 

tn one terrible scene, Aida pounds on the door of the office of 
a Dutch commander, Colonel Thom Karremans, begging him to 
do something 

“Colonel, they are killing people 
outside,’ she says softly, still believing 
in the power of the UN. 

Karremans — who did try to reach 
the necessary people back at UN HQ 
but was fobbed off — is in shock. He 
tells Aida to go away and leave him 
alone. It is then she realises that Sre- 
brenica is doomed. 

Those last seconds before the men 
were gunned down were horrific. I of 
ten imagine the terror and confusion 
they must have felt in their final moments on earth. They were 
then buried in mass graves, some of them separated in pieces in 
primary, secondary and tertiary graves. This was so the future 
forensic investigators would not be able to identify their remains 
— that is how strategic the Serbs were. They knew, even then, 
they were committing a war crime. 


THE MEMORIAL FOR THE VICTIMS of Srebrenica is at Poto- 
éari, the site of the former UN battalion. There are close to 7,000 
victims buried, the work of an extraordinary international or- 
ganisation, the International Committee of Missing Persons 
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John Cheever: Nightmares about money 
until Playboy stepped in 


time he spent his way into this lifestyle. But by the 1930s, his lit- 
erary stock was low and he was writing to fund what Arnold Gin- 
grich, his editor at Esquire, called “the fantastically expensive 
treatments for mental illness” undergone by his wife Zelda. 

Working as a screenwriter in Hollywood in the late 1930s, in 
18 months Fitzgerald earned an eye-watering $91,000 from 
MGM, but was unable to save any of it, and by 1939 he was free- 
lancing and selling stories to Esquire, each accompanied by a 
desperate whipped-dog plea for cash. “I wish you’d wire the 
money if you like this story.’ “Again the old ache of money. Again 
will you wire me if you like it’ A low point came on 22 December 
1939, when he begged Gingrich for “a hundred advance on real- 
ly excellent story to reach you Tuesday so I can buy turkey” As 
good as his word, he delivered the story a day early — on Christ- 
mas Day — with the note, “Please wire money. Thanks.” 

Money is an intensifier, a flavour enhancer, exacerbating a 
writer’s best and worst qualities, as we can see from Fitzgerald's 
inability to look after it (he was, on his own account, “only a me- 
diocre caretaker of most of the things left in my hands, even of 
my talent”). The same goes for Henry James, whose circuitous 
mode of expression finds its perfect form in a letter to his brother 
about his publisher, complaining that “the delicious ring of the 
sovereign is conspicuous in our intercourse by its absence” 

Perhaps his publisher, Macmillan, didn’t understand what he 
was asking for. What money intensifies most is the essential 
dominant trait of the writer: insecurity. A writer is someone for 
whom an editor's response “This is great” means “I suppose this 
will do} and money multiplies these insecurities deliciously. 

Take John Cheever, who was never free of financial worries 
until his late sixties, when his collected Stories became a best- 
seller. On changing publisher, he apologised to his new editor 
Bob Gottlieb: “I’m afraid I was a nuisance about money, but | 


have this nightmare where I push a supermar- 
ket wagon across River Street — macaroni and 
cold cuts — and am either run down by Roth 
in his Daimler or buzzed by Updike in his new 
flying machine.’ 

It turns out he was right to be paranoid: 
Cheever’s rate for stories at the New Yorker 
was, unknown to him, half what they were 

paying John Updike. Happily, 

he had begun selling work to 
Playboy instead. “They pay well 
and are hospitable, and the tits 
aren't any more distracting than 
the girdle advertisements in the 
New Yorker.” 

Money reveals character in 
other ways. Spectacular grifter 
Salvador Dali was, said his pub- 

lisher Peter Owen, “a creep [but] 
not as mad as you'd think. When 
you mentioned money he sudden- 
ly became very sane.’ It’s said Dali 
would skip paying the bill at a res- 
taurant by doodling on the back of 
his cheque, knowing that itwould thereby never be cashed. 


PERHAPS WRITERS AND MONEY were never meant to go 
together, all the better to keep us lean and hungry. There is un- 
doubtedly a remaining glimmer of the romance of the struggling 
scribe — there was a performative element to Philip K. Dick’s 
being reduced to eating dog food — but nobody can bring their 
A-game when worrying about how to pay the bills. 

But it is not easy to reset the relationship between writers and 
money. Money, as well as the spark of daily life, is a surrogate for 
the appreciation and applause that writers, most alive when 
alone, rarely to get to see in person. They need it literally, but 
also figuratively. Only occasionally does the tree fall in the other 
direction: Robert Louis Stevenson once rejected royalties that 
he felt were excessive, surely a first and last in literary history. 

How do we solve the problem of writers and money? In his 
1994 essay “The Trouble with Money’ Jan Hamilton wrote about 
the experience of writers sitting on committees that grant mon- 
ey to other writers. “Wild-eyed anarchist novelists would trans- 
mute into prim-lipped accountants. Tremulous lyric poets 
would rear up like tigers of the bottom line. Book-reviewers who, 
I knew, lived in daily terror of being rumbled by the Revenue 
were all at once furrow-browed custodians of public funds.” 

This seems as good a way as any to reset the relationship: 
giving writers control over other people’s money won’t make 
them any richer, but at least withholding it from others will 
make them feel a lot better about it. I am, of course, happy to do 
my duty.® 


John Self is the lead fiction reviewer for The Critic. He lives 
in Belfast 


THE critic 55 MAR 2021 


Baez aman ene haem Oe & AB Bo 


THE PARAD 


P Y \ \eApoui 


NORMAN LAMOKT 
Uses TAX PAYS 
MONEY T0 E 


WAU 
WITH 


‘med a . 
DL Fhow THE Beier Prone py 4 
Bas” WHOS Rete SUE | oe 
ON OUTOF DATE. pt 
TRAIN YY fT 

TICKETS 


AFTER STORY 0) 
TING AGE 


aye 


1) WMP ROpRIETIE BY 
cette 
VIDO FAWKES 


oy 
TS 

f 
Y 


SHIRLEY PORTER 
ChOUES HER ESTIMATED 


£70 assets oFSHORE 

TDNoID RECUERY oF A 

SURCHARGE FOR IUEGAL WORM ue 

A ESTAINITER COUNCL, CONT 
“GERRY MAN DERING, 


Bm POLICY - 


199%“ 

STEPHEN MILLIGAN 
FOUND BENMISSECRETARY 
SYERA TAGGART,DERD 
INHIS FLAT, SELE 
STRANGLED DURING 
oN AN ARI OF AUTO ‘ 


ASPHYXIATION 


-sstyl 
RE SET FOR, 


fag 


PS: cs) 
WPr\ose en\ &Y 
Rnsuerfeact Bruno ns ivcn tareieaay 6 
@ typ RESIGHS AFTER HLS wweend— YO 
RESIGNS AFTER LOVER, ANTOMIA OE Moov mings é, 
BEING CHARGED WITH SANCHA'S Kis TELL z\ 
GRoSt-INDECENCY RFR, Stan’ DETAILS THEMP 3 
SEVERAL 194 2E1YROLD O WEARING ACHELSEA FC ee 
MALE PROSTITUTES STRIP WHILST SEING 
UASET ts FuLHAH TSHRIMPE DAT HERS 
‘LAT PRLS COURT 
ent LAT 
ress¥ | 
CHAULES DUKE 


) CASTLEREAGH’ 
WPCHALLENGES CANNING 
TO A DUEL AY PUTNEY 
HEATH TO RESTORE, N 
His HONODR AFTER DN 
AA THE WALCHEREN 


BNOTORIc 
duR ON TRYON 
st 


192) 
PRLLAN hogetts 
Prnve Fhomr pacts 
AFTER OONNING ADC 


A AFTER CLAIMING 4 yr S— ORTURECIDY. ATER 
0,118 on He o “ Ss NEEDING ty 
SE SD tle Said fae a 
> HOME STARNEL Se = j M 
. PEIVIL MARRIAGE = Lar a a 


ETO Kitty oOSMEN 2012 

NFoLuowina THEM ‘ 

Ma es Veen 

\s hous 5 
Eto PB bate nRApcinie 
&, Bh al MS at arene TO AS 
. i LABOUR PREGRELEASE / 
aw eNews \)/ . ey if $ ING OT REPLASING Awe enows | 

- — | >.> 7. DUETONISOWN 6“) GAY CRUISIN i 
at Laat" MGV) VM, Rovnon or y § 77 NaS 


THE critic 56 MarR 2021 


S Oey be 
Re 


J eat seabed STAN TERS. 


7 CONTROVERSY AS = 7’ 4 2 
TTIW HAYUES WER ¢ [3 
DL NAWNY IsPMt0 FROM ‘2013 - 


, AVA ETEMADZADEN >; 
- 2 CLAIMS HE RUT 

SA’ PARLinneAEY, ee MRIS HURNE f WIS EROTCH OW 
STAFFING Pt EX WIFE VICKY . \ 

. ALLOWANCE BPRYCE ARE SENTANCED Py 

~ a “ ‘ 0S MONTHS PRISON 

es. 3 1950 Seu 

ZICH PETER BAKE 


as ¥ 
ARRESTED AT h3?'¥ . 
SWOLLOWIAY SANATOR UMN TT S U 
; 1aers 1946 
_ FM CEO AU REN COLQUH OOH 
- ~~ FRESIGNS DURING f 
st * ; ; P1924 re ae oie J THE UKS FIRSTORENL 
= oF NOV IIE? x Pinowiev erreeeey TRAD OR ' LESBIAN HP Punect 
=> NENKE DOCUMENT CHILD WITH HACKNEY: f pe A CARE DRE 
WrieRree via Wyrory counctuon , 
dwtisn Erection | eAVLIA STENT 


Es . < i IS ACCUSED 
1S RAILING Y 4 ‘ } 
Bpuncinr ; 


BY SUWDAY MIRROR 
OF KAUING A GAY 
RELATION SHIP GuTe 


© GEORGE GALLOWAY 
1S INVESTIOATED 

BYSLEME WATCHDOG 

OVERCLAIMS HE 
ACCEPTED MONEY, 
FROM SADDAM, 


© JOHN BELCHERN 9 

QUITS HAVING 
ACCEPTED GiFTts 
FROM LOBBYISTS wis 
Oise AGOLD CIGARETTE 
A cases vip tickets 


RECTED AFTER LTV OF PERVERTING 
RAUDING 100d: THE COURSE OF 


/ >) “Hee, To 
i 7 sas Aanl 
LORKUFY (ee r € * é t 


> i992 
Ft OFTRME 


BRS PASS! 
APPLICAT 


COM 


Mote eS 


DUDA CULM EAB NICHOLAS FANS, 


/ 4 
5 AS TER Sa SbRY: AWS ‘ bs 
AINNIG TH NTIRECRNDALS 1M CLUDING ~ 
LEGGS IN Day Fie ‘ ‘ * 
WHETRO WIT m 
TAL Mone ‘oy 


Dm etkis. 


CH OVER HER 
VOTERS. ane ae ee a tee! 
\ A ABOUT A WHITE VAN , 
Pg 
DAMAGING THEMACE 
TiN 1590 WELS “19 THE 


[AAIDSTones 


THE CRITIC 57 MAR 2024 


Mood music 


A CONFIDENTIAL MATTER: 
THE LETTERS OF RICHARD STRAUSS 
AND STEFAN ZWEIG, 1931-1935 


from the past 


NE OF THE COMMONEST PRESUMPTIONS is 
that we know how we would have behaved in 
history. The fallacy comes, of course, from the 
fact that we know how history went. That is one 
reason why itis so salutary to be reminded what 
even the clearest events were like for people going through 
them. Such a reminder comes from reading A Confidential 
Matter: The letters of Richard Strauss and Stefan Zweig, 1931- 
1935 published by the University of California Press in 1977. 

Strauss had been searching for a new librettist since the 
death of Hugo von Hofmannsthal, with whom he had created 
such masterpieces as Elektra, Die Frau ohne Schatten and Der 
Rosenkavalier. In most ways Zweig was the perfect successor. 
Like Hofmannsthal he was steeped in music, poetry and dra- 
ma; he and Strauss already admired each other's work. After 
some respectful early exchanges they agreed to work together 
on an adaptation of Ben Jonson’s play The Silent Woman, set 
in the household of Sir John Morosus. 

What takes the correspondence beyond simply musical in- 
terest is the fact that between the start of their exchanges and 
the first performances of Die schweigsame Frau, events in 
Germany interposed themselves. But it is the differences be- 
tween their attitudes and the morally complicated (not to say 
compromised) responses of Strauss that make the corre- 
spondence so absorbing and horrifying. 

For example, in January 1934 Strauss tells Zweig he has 
completed the first act of their opera, with 140 pages of the 
score done: “Although my appointment as Reich Music Cham- 
ber President produces a lot of extra work, I believe I should 
not refuse this task because the goodwill of the new German 
government in promoting music and theatre can really pro- 
duce a lot of good; and I have, in fact, been able to accomplish 
some fruitful things and prevent some misfortune.” 

By this stage, Zweig’s books have been burned, he has been 
publicly insulted by his German publisher and has heeded the 
watning of his friend, Joseph Roth: “One has to flee a burning 
house.” With Strauss, however, he maintains a facade. 


Douglas Murray’s The Madness of Crowds: Gender Race 
and Identity is now out in paperback (Bloomsbury, £8.99) 


IN FEBRUARY ZWEIG TELLS STRAUSS he is searching for a 
German adaptation of the plays of Goldoni and believes Lon-- 
don is the place to find it: “In Vienna an artillery barrage 
blared into the beautiful days; it was revolting to awake to the 
horrible reality after experiencing the philharmonic orchestra 
with Backhaus as Beethoven soloist.’ Zweig’s next letters come 
from Portland Place. 

Yet around Strauss the world is different. In May, after the 
premiere of the final Strauss-Hofmannsthal collaboration (Ar- 
abella) he writes from Bad Kissingen to tell Zweig he has be- 
gun the second act of their opera, which be able to be launched 
in 1935 “for sure” In an apparent attempt to amuse his collab- 
orator he relates a common mistake of the time: “The Ministry 
of Propaganda inquired the other day whether it was true that 
Lam setting to music a text by [socialist author] Arnold Zweig.” 

Strauss adds: “I recently referred to the subject when talk- 
ing with Dr Goebbels, and my son commented that as early as 
last fall you complained to the [Nazi party paper] Vélkischer 
Beobachter that you keep getting mixed up with Arnold Zweig 
who is not even a relative of yours. I then asked Dr Goebbels 
whether there are any ‘political objections’ against you, to 
which the minister answered no.’ 

While both men are aware of the difficulties that come 
from having a Jewish librettist, Strauss is determinedly up- 
beat, pushing for more ideas for operas even as he admits that 
“all efforts to relax the stipulation against Jews here are frus- 
trated by the answer: impossible as long as the outside world 
continues its lying propaganda against Hitler” 


IN AN APPARENT EFFORT TO REASSURE Zweig, Strauss urg- 
es him to collaborate on a second opera, even if it necessitates 
working in secret. This Zweig will not do, saying with infinite 
politeness: “Even if] were to refrain from ever mentioning that 
Tam writing something for you, later it would come out that I 
had done so secretly. And this, I feel, would be beneath you.” 
Insisting that he is thinking only of his friend’s artistic free- 
dom, Zweig adds: “I am aware of the difficulties that would 
confront a new workif] were to write the text; it would be con- 
sidered a provocation.’ But Zweig says that he would be happy 
to assist any librettist who wishes to write a new work with 
Strauss. Praising Strauss for having created from Die schweig- 
same Frau “a work of art for the world” he stresses that he will 
work with anybody the composer cares to name “without 
credit or reward”. 

Strauss rejects this proposal (“Your letter saddened me 
deeply”) and attempts to quell Zweig’s fears, semi-jokingly: “Tf 
you abandon me, too, I’ll have to lead from now on the life ofan 
ailing, unemployed retiree.’ He goes on, “I have repeatedly told 
Minister Goebbels and also Goring that I have been searching 
for a librettist for 50 years.’ The composer ploughs on, explain- 
ing that after the death of Hofmannsthal “I thought I would 
have to resign myself forever. Then by chance (is that the right 
word?) I found you. And I will not give up on you just because 
we happen to have an antisemitic government now.” 
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Strauss seems to believe the Nazis wiil 
only be in power for a short while, and in 
any case, “I am confident this government 
would place no obstacles in the way of a 
second Zweig opera and would not feel 
challenged by itif] were to talk about it with 
Dr Goebbels, who is very cordial with me” 


F COURSE, ZWEIG KNOWS 

what Strauss does not and 

continues to recommend 

other writers to Strauss. 

“Once and for all, please 
stop urging new poets upon me,’ the 
composer replies in the PS of a subse- 
quent letter. 

By May 1935 Zweig writes from Zurich: 
“What a pity that I cannot work for you freely and openly. But 
the official measures, instead of becoming milder or more 
conciliatory, have only grown harsher . . . You will discover 
yourself, I fear, that the cultural development will more and 
more go to the side of the extremists. 

“As an individual one cannot resist the will or insanity of a 
whole world,” he tells Strauss. “Enough strength is needed to 
remain firm and self-respecting and to reject all feelings of bit- 
terness and hatred. This alone has become a sort of accom- 
plishment these days, and is almost harder than writing 
books.” Keen to encourage the composer, he offers again to 
“counsel one of your collaborators for it must not be, as Schil- 
ler says, that ‘such geniuses rest! Who should create great mu- 
sic in our time, if your hand pauses!” 

Again Strauss resists. Collaborating with any other librettist 
“makes my skin crawl... My librettist is Zweig; he needs no col- 
laborators.’ Die schweigsame Frau is now in rehearsal and 
“You can rest assured: that opera is a bull’s-eye, even ifit has to 
wait until the twenty-first century.” Signing off, Strauss adds: 
“The rumour is making the rounds that you have assigned your 
royalties to the Jewish Emergency Fund. I have denied it” 

Zweig’s reply is missing, but its contents can be guessed 
from Strauss’s response. “Your letter of the 15th is driving me 
to distraction! This Jewish obstinacy! Enough to make an an- 
ti-Semite of a man! This pride of race, this feeling of solidarity! 
Do you believe that I am ever, in any of my actions, guided by 
the thought that I am ‘German’? Do you believe that Mozart 
composed as an ‘Aryan’? I know only two types of people: 
those with and those without talent” The letter was intercept- 
ed by the Gestapo and never reached Zweig, 


WHILE THE AUTHORITIES are now suspicious of Strauss, the 
composer himself already fears a different stain on his reputa- 
tion. “Who told that you that I have exposed myself political- 
ly?” he demands of Zweig. True, he has stood in for a number 
of Jewish and anti-Nazi conductors, but he insists that he only 
stepped in for Toscanini “for the sake of Bayreuth. That has 


A Confidential Matter 


nothing to do with politics” And he only 
accepted his post as president of the Re- 
ich Music Chamber “to prevent greater 
disasters! I would have accepted this 
troublesome honorary position under 
any government, but neither Kaiser Wil- 
helm nor Herr Rathenau offered it to me” 
He once again relays the praise for their 
joint work. “And with all this you ask me to 
forego you? Never ever!” 

Five days later Strauss apologises, but 
says that if Zweig could only hear how well 
“our work” sounds “you would drop allrace 

worries and political misgivings’ Zweig was 
not able to come to Dresden to hear their 
joint work. But Strauss tells him that after 
these performances there is talk of a guest 
performance in London. “Dr Goebbels, who will be here with 
his wife on Monday, will give a government subsidy for this. As 
you see, the nasty Third Reich has its good aspects, too” He 
relays the news that minister of war Blomberg as well as seven 
foreign officers are expected at their opera, although “there is 
still silence about Hitler's attending” Strauss signs off, “With 
best wishes and grateful congratulations, loyally” 

But by now Strauss has come to learn something about the 
regime that Zweig has known for years. His letters to Zweig 
have been intercepted and sent to Hitler himself. A represent- 
ative from Goebbels visits the composer, shows him the inter- 
cepted communications and asks him to resign his official 
position immediately “for reasons of health’ Strauss resigns 
on the spot. Further performances of Die schweigsame Frau 
are banned. A tiny fraction of the indignities inflicted on his 
librettist are now inflicted upon the composer. 


BY OCTOBER, IN THEIR FINAL EXCHANGES, Strauss is in an 
autumnal mood. He writes only about art, adding: “For the 
last years of my life I would like to get some pleasure out of my 
work, even if I have to put it away in my desk quietly” As he 
closes, he warns Zweig: “You had better not write to me across 
the German border because all mail is being opened. Please 
sign your name as Henry Mor; | will sign as Robert Storch” 

Zweig’s final letter is from a hotel in Westminster around 
December 1935. He assures his friend of his discretion, sign- 
ing himself “your devoted, Morosus” 

From his sanctuary in London Zweig tells another of his 
correspondents, Joseph Roth: “Every morning I thank the 
Lord that I am free, and in England.” But “I have an appetite 
for distant places again, and the desire to see this world in the 
round once more, before it burns” 

‘The recipient of that letter will die before the war he always 
expected. Zweig will bow out from Brazil, halfway through it. 
But Strauss will live on until 1949, and there is something fit- 
ting in the fact that the composer who saw none of it coming 
was the one who had to see it all. @ 


THE critic 59 MarR 2021 


‘rand old 
N 1983 I WAS WRITING MY FIRST BOOK The War 
Walk, a travelogue about World War One, when I read 
an article by Bruce Chatwin in the New York Review of 
Books detailing his encounter with the “controversial” 
German writer Ernst Jiinger, the last surviving major lit- 
erary figure from that distant conflict. 

Naturally, I had heard of Jiinger, and had read the first and 
best-known of his 50 books, Storm of Steel (1920), a classic ac- 
count of his experiences on the Western Front, during which he 
had been wounded multiple times and survived to win the Ger- 
man equivalent of the VC. 

Storm of Steel is the literary antidote to his compatriot Erich 
Maria Remarque’s All Quiet on the Western Front and the paci- 
fist memoirs of Siegfried Sassoon and Robert Graves, since it 
does not denounce war as futile folly but rather celebrates it as a 
natural, elemental phenomenon in which Jiinger felt quite at 
home. He describes his wounds and the random slaughter, kill- 
ing the enemy with his own hands, with an icy, detached preci- 
sion that would become the hallmark of all his work. 

After the war, Jiinger became the intel- 
lectual bard of the Freikorps, the brutal 
ex-soldiers who had crushed communist 
revolution in postwar Germany and 
waged war on the Bolsheviks in the Baltic 
and Silesia. In books and articles he eulo- 
gised these freebooting stormtroopers as 
“swift as greyhounds, tough as leather 
and hard as Krupps steel” Since J intend- 


warrior 


ed to write their history in my second book, Hitler’s Heralds, I 
decided to follow Chatwin’s footsteps and meet the man myself. 


SO IT WAS THAT I ARRIVED AT THE DOOR of Jiinger’s hand- 
some eighteenth-century home, a three-storey manor house in 
the village of Wilflingen amidst the rolling Swabian countryside. 
I learned later from Jiinger that the house had belonged to the 
aristocratic Stauffenberg family, from whose ranks Hitler's 
would-be assassin, Count Claus von Stauffenberg, had sprung. 
It had also been the temporary refuge in 1945 of Pierre Laval, the 
despised fugitive premier of Pétain’s collaborationist Vichy re- 
gime in France. 

Jiinger spent the Second World War in occupied Paris as a 
Wehrmacht officer. His diaries record his duties — including 
commanding a firing squad executing a deserter — but left him 
ample time to mingle with the city’s cultural elite — Braque, 
Céline , Cocteau and Picasso — and wander empty cemeteries 
or browse the Seine bookstalls in search of the plants and anti- 
quarian rareties that were among his many passions. 

Jiinger and his second wife Liselotte welcomed me into his 
study at the top of the house, littered with his steel helmets, one 
of which had been pierced by a British bullet at the Battle of 
Cambrai. “If your countryman had aimed better I would not be 
here,’ he said. Although 88, Jiinger was the youngest old man | 
had ever met. Small and trim, with a shock of white hair, he fa- 
voured thin roll-neck sweaters beneath elegant sports jackets 
and stood straight as a ramrod, with none of the stooping shab- 
biness of old age. 
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He smoked Dunhill cigarettes, had a dry cackling laugh and 
tended to drift off if the conversation was not about himself. 
Busts and portraits of him were everywhere, testifying to his van- 
ity and a homage that he took as his due. Our initial interview 
lasted for two hours before he mentioned that he had a backlog 
of English correspondence that he needed help to translate. 

Tinstantly volunteered my services and checked into a nearby 
guesthouse. Every morning for the next three weeks I would ar- 
rive at his house to be allocated my tasks for the day. These varied 
from answering accumulated fan letters from the Anglophone 
world, digging the garden, accompanying the great man on his 
daily walks, or simply sitting at his feet drinking in his words. 


ONE DAY A GROVELLING APOLOGY chattered out of Jiinger’s 
fax machine from Jacques Attali, one of those arrogantly annoy- 
ing French super-intellectuals who can seemingly do anything 
from writing pretentious books to chairing a European bank to 
becoming an internet entrepreneur, all roles he has since per- 
formed. At the time Attali was still in his twenties but was already 
a senior adviser to President Francois Mitterrand. 

Attali had found the time to write a book modestly titled A 
History of Time, a large chunk of which he had lifted and plagia- 
tised from Jiinger’s own treatise on time Das Sanduhr (The 
Hourglass). Attali’s fax profusely apologised for his oversight and 
Jiinger accepted it graciously. He took it as a compliment to his 
own originality. 

Jiinger is probably more revered in France than any other 
country, including his own. When he was guest of honour in 
1984 at the famous reconciliation ceremony on the World War 
One battlefield of Verdun, where Mitterrand and German chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl touchingly held hands, a friendship sprang 
up between the wily French politician and the writer. After be- 
ing diagnosed with prostate cancer, Mitterrand made a helicop- 
ter trip to Wilflingen to discuss death with a man all too familiar 
with it. 


Jiinger was a true Renaissance man, mastering as many disci- 
plines as a modern Leonardo. Above all, he was a lover of the 
natural world and a distinguished entomologist. As the butterfly 
was to Nabokov, so the beetle was to Jiinger. His house was filled 
with wooden display cases containing thousands of beetles he 
had caught, killed and pinned down during his frenetic globe- 
trotting. His bug hunting had begun in the Great War when he 
had collected no fewer than 150 specimens in a single sector of 
the trenches. 

He would take a large magnifying glass on our walks and dart 
away to observe some tiny insect or flower that had caught 
his eye. He was so self-absorbed that I thought he had forgotten 
the presence of the naive young Englishman at his side, His 
mania for collecting extended into the macabre. One of his par- 
ty pieces was to produce the suicide note left by the writer Hen- 
ry de Montherlant, an exact contemporary and fellow war vet- 
eran who had quoted a Jiinger aphorism, “Suicide is part of 
humanity's capital,” before shooting himself. The note, of which 
Jinger was inordinately proud, was spattered with de Monther- 
lant’s blood. 


HE PECULIAR COMBINATION OF extreme vio- 

lence and clinical, disinterested observation had 

dogged Jiinger’s life ever since he had run away 

from home to join the French Foreign Legion in 

North Africa as a teenager. His father strenuously 
pulled strings to get his boy home just in time for the outbreak of 
war in 1914. Jiinger enlisted in a Hanoverian infantry regiment 
and fought throughout the war in the front line, being wounded 
seven times and frequently decorated for his bravery, 

In the 1920s he became a spokesman for the war generation, 
advocating a total mobilisation of society led by a caste of work 
er-warriors moulded by the crucible of war. Although an ardent 
nationalist and militarist, and a war hero whom Hitler was amc 
ious to recruit, Jiinger typically held himself aloof from the rising 
Nazis, twice refusing invitations to become a Reich- 
stag MP for the party. Instead, he flirted with a small 
sect called the National Bolsheviks, who wanted to 
marry nationalism with the “New Man” they im- 
agined was emerging in Soviet Russia. 

After Hitler's seizure of power, Jiinger became in- 
creasingly alarmed by where the Nazi regime was 
heading. He and his younger brother, the poet Frie- 
drich Georg Jiinger, resigned from their regimental 
association when Jewish old comrades were expelled, 
and he refused to allow his articles to appear in the 
official Nazi newspaper, the Volkischer Beobachter. 

Nonetheless, his attitude was always that of aristo- 
cratic disdain. After the bloody Night of the Long 
Knives purge in 1934 he told the National Bolshevik 
leader Ernst Niekisch: “I have chosen a high place 
from where I can watch people devouring each other 
like bugs.’ In 1938 he published an allegorical novel, 
On The Marble Cliffs, in which the central characters, 
resembling him and his brother, watch from on high 
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while a Hitler figure, the Chief Ranger, destroys the peaceful civ- 
ilisation beneath them with fire and blood, and tortures and ex- 
terminates the survivors. 

The book, seemingly prophesying the Holocaust, sold 50,000 
copies before Goebbels banned it. The following year, Jiinger 
was recalled to the army as the Second World War began. His 
Paris journals, finally translated into English last year as A Ger- 
man Officer in Occupied Paris, reveal his contempt for Hitler; 
his minute observations of the city at war; his shame at seeing 
Jews wearing the yellow star; and his anguish at what lay ahead. 

All the time, though, you have the sense that Jiinger is holding 
unbearable reality at bay at a knightly gauntlet’s distance. He is 
in the middle of epic events, yet is somehow invisibly absent. He 
knew about the Stauffenberg plot —- the leaders of the Paris end 
of the conspiracy were his friends — but he did not actively take 
part, and kept his diaries hidden in a locked safe. 

His eldest son, Ernst!, was less cautious. A naval cadet, he un- 
wisely remarked that he would walk a hundred miles to see Hit- 
ler hanged. He narrowly escaped a death sentence after his fa- 
ther intervened with Grand Admiral Doenitz, and was sent 
instead to a penal unit in Italy. He was killed in action, in the 
marble quarries of Carrera, where Michelangelo got the stone 
for his sculptures. For once, the pain broke through Jiinger’s ha- 
bitual emotional icebox. 

Sent home as a civilian in semi-disgrace, Jiinger witnessed 
the apocalypse of 1945 but was banned from writing about it by 
the British occupation authorities as he refused to go through a 
denazification process on the grounds that he had never been a 
Nazi. The left had always accused him of fertilising the soil of 
fascism with his writing, and his road back to respectability was 
to be arocky one. 

At the time of my stay, however, he was enjoying a late Indian 
summer of acclaim, having just won Germany’s premier literary 
award, the Goethe prize. He was, in short, at last acknowledged 


“Sorry, I've become completely desensitised 
to bad news and vielence.” 


as the grand old man of German letters, compared to Thomas 
Mann, Bertolt Brecht, and even to the great Goethe himself. His 
politics had mellowed. “What does a nation mean when you can 
fly over it in ten minutes?” he asked me. His observations of the 
harmful effects of humanity on the natural world had brought 
him close to the Greens, and the thought that orchids and in- 
sects would survive when we were dust pleased him immensely. 


UNGER TOOK DELIGHT in having lived long enough 

to enjoy his fame. When his publishers sent him the 

collected works of Nietzsche, the philosopher who 

had so influenced him in the trenches, his face was 

wreathed in childlike smiles as he unpacked the 
package like a schoolboy getting a tuck parcel from home. One 
of the myriad surprising things about this stiff-backed old sol- 
dier was that he was the first writer to ecstatically describe the 
experience of taking hallucinogenic drugs, long before Aldous 
Huxley or Timothy Leary got there. 

He had studied science at Leipzig University in the 1920s, and 
later became a friend of Albert Hofmann, the Swiss chemist who 
first synthesised LSD in 1938 and introduced Jiinger to his dis- 
covery. When Jiinger discovered that I had stolen ether from my 
school chemistry lab for illicit sniffing sessions, he opened his 
desk drawer and produced a sheet of pink blotting paper. 

“LSD,” he explained. “Would you like to try it?” Naturally, I 
could not refuse the offer, and he tore off two squares of the pa- 
per stained with a microdot of acid. We both chewed the tabs 
and sat back in his leather armchairs to experience the result. “If 
you take drugs you must remain their mastery,’ Jiinger warned. 

Perhaps the drug was old, but I was slightly disappointed to 
feel no desire to fly out of his study window, and beyond a defi- 
nite enhancing of colours and sounds, and a curious sensation 
that time had slowed down, our trip had litle apparent effect. 
However, we didn’t do any more work that afternoon. Inciden- 
tally, both Hofmann and Jiinger lived to be 102, so perhaps there 
is a study to be done on LSD and longevity. 


1 ASKED FRAU JUNGER THE SECRET of her husband's vitality. 
“He has a very strong constitution,’ she said. Jiinger himself at- 
tributed it to regular swimming and a daily cold bath. He gener- 
ally skipped lunch, had an afternoon nap, and a frugal but hot 
evening meal. He was quite dogmatic about having nine hours’ 
sleep at night. Any less, he insisted, and he couldn’t work. 

And work he did. When I was with him he was writing Alad- 
din’s Problem, a novel touching on overpopulation. The books 
— travel journals, philosophical meditations, correspondence 
with friends, drug diaries, and futuristic visions about society 
and the nature of man — kept on coming almost to the end. 1 
asked him if he feared death. “I have lived so close to death and 
seen it so often that I cannot fear it,’ he replied. The end came 
peacefully in February 1998. Shortly before, he was received into 
the Roman Catholic Church. Just in case. 

When I left Wilflingen I knew that I would never again meet 
anyone as extraordinary as this singular man, however long I 
lived.@ 
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THE SECRET AUTHOR’S 


‘Two cheers for the LRB 


The magazine that declares 
its main aim is to review 
books does anything but 


ABITUE of the high-brow 

boulevards that he is, the 

Secret Author has been 

reading the London Review 

of Books almost since it 
began, back in the winter of 1979 when its 
presiding genius, Mary-Kay Wilmers, was 
buta slip ofa girl. 

It was from the LRB that he snipped the 
photograph of Jacques Derrida that 
adorned the wall of his college rooms, and 
in its august and stately pages that he read 
the work of Terry Eagleton, Ferdinand 
Mount, Jenny Diski and half-a-dozen other 
writers who have since taken up residence 
in his mental lumber room. 

And yet this immersion in what Ronald 
Firbank would have called “the heart ofa 
brainy district” has come at a price, for if 
the LRE has always been the principal 
flag-waver for an exacting brand of austere, 
left-leaning high-brow culture, then, 
equally, it has always made an agreeable 
habit of exposing some of that culture's 
limitations. 

You can read it to see what the 
high-minded liberal-left is 
thinking, but it is also a 


Jeremy Harding: Beyond the Baniieues 


| nor scans or has any 

kind of internal rhythm 
but is simply prose 
chopped up into irregular 
lines and distributed 
around the page. 

Item three is the 
resolute imperviousness 
to criticism. Are you a 
writer whose work has 
been traduced in the LRB, 
ie. badly reviewed by 
someone who has not 
only mistaken its point 
but made elementary 
errors in doing so? Well, don’t bother 
writing in to complain because — unlike 
the Times Literary Supplement, which 
positively falls over itself in its efforts to 
allow wounded authors redress — they 
won't print it, 

Item four is the wonderfully small 
percentage of female contributors — again, 
worth comparing to the TLS, which 
managed to get its gender ratio up to 50:50 
during the reign of its last editor, Stig Abell. 


BUT IT IS ITEM FIVE on which the 
magazine really slips up. This its failure to 
honour the promise made on the mast- 
head. In fact, for a publication which 
describes itself as a “review of books” the 
ERB sometimes seems to do 
anything but. To particular- 


fail-safe route into some of London Review ise, the edition of 16 July 

the topics that the 6 ee 2020 managed to feature 

high-minded liberal left oe 4 4 a ats 4 exactly 10 books over 44 

doesn’t want to think about closely printed pages, as did 

for fear of what those topics siesta er hed the edition of 22 October. By 

might tell it about itself. contrast, the edition of 3 
But first things first. 4 i & | & December was a biblio- 

High on the charge-sheet Niukoles Saiceo3 Mens Helle phile’s pooi-party with 20 

is simple administrative MRA te hie books covered in 52 pages. 


laziness, What is the point 
of running reviews of books 
18 months after publica- 
tion, particularly when they have (or rather 
had) some claim to topicality — see, for 
example, the recent issue which led with 
two studies of American foreign policy 
published, respectively, in 2017 and 2018? 
Item two is the terrible, terrible poetry 
which, with rare exceptions, neither rhymes 


a Oh/| 


And then, having lined 
up a book for review, how 
does the LRB go about 

reviewing it? Why, by specialising in the 
review-essay, a redoubt of modern literary 
| criticism in which whatever the author 
happens to have written generally takes 
second spot to what the reviewer thinks 
about things in general, 
Bless you, an academic specialising in 


the politics of the 1960s 
and 1970s given a book 
about Harold Wilson's 
government to review 
doesn’t really want to tell 
the punters what it’s like, 
He — and it mostly is he 
— wants to unload his 
own opinions, and the 
book itself will be lucky to 
get a dismissive para- 
graph or two somewhere 
towards the end. 

As forthe LRB’s 
“stance’, its keenness on 
allthe good brave causes, its resolute 
anti-Zionism,, its suspicion of almost every 
aspect of US domestic and foreign policy, its 
perpetual sneering at Boris and its contempt 
for the Brexiteers are undercut bya delicious 
irony. For whatis the magazine buta 
by-product oflate capitalism, kept going on 
money (quite alot ofmoney, countless 
millions in fact, prodigally supplied over the 
years) from the Wilmers family trust, first 
established by Ms Wilmers’s redoubtable 
plutocrat father Charles? 

None of this is to detract from the 
pleasure the Secret Author derives from his 
alternate Friday morning stake-outs over, 
say, David Runciman’s politics column, or 
Andrew O’Hagan’s reportage or James 
Meeks peregrinations. On the other hand, 
the LRB’s influence is pernicious. For what 
has the TLS been doing in the past year or 
so but following in its wake, attempting to 
beguile its readers with reports from the 
Covid frontline or worthy cultural stuff that 
has very little to do with literature? 

Oh for an editor of a major literary organ 
who realised that his, or her, professional 
responsibilities are actually very straight- 
forward. Ms Wilmers has recently retired in 
favour of two under-strappers, Jean 
MeNicol and Alice Spawls. All they need to 
do is work out what the best books being 
published are and review the bloody things 
— on time and with the minimum of fuss. 
It's as simple as that.@ 

The Secret Author is a former Professor 
of English and Creative Writing at a 
leading British university 


THE CRITIC 63 MAR 2021 


The Interest: 
How the 
British 
Establishment 
Resisted the 
Abolition of 
Slavery 

by Michael 
Taylor, The 
Bodley Head, 
£20 


Bruce Coleman 
is a former 
head of the 
Department 

of History, 
University 

of Exeter 


The Critic Books 


An exercise in 
self-flagellation 


Bruce Coleman 


} 


ICHAEL TAYLOR'S BOOK studies 

the West India Interest that defend- 

ed slavery in its colonies until aboli- 

tion in 1833-34. It is a worthwhile 

subject, not least to balance the cov- 
erage normally given to the abolitionist movement, 
and Taylor has published articles on it in the journals. 
Unfortunately, the realisation here falls short of the 
profession, with the author hardly bothered to analyse 
and dissect the Interest in any depth. 

Warning comes in the rather forward sub-title of 
the kind now beloved of publishers’ marketing de- 
partments. As the Introduction makes clear, the 
book’s inspiration is more polemical than historical. 
David Cameron is condemned for, on an official visit 
to Jamaica in 2015, failing to deliver a handsome apol- 
ogy (only “regret”) and an even handsomer cheque by 
way of “retributive justice” for slavery. Theresa May 
and, bizarrely, the DUP are also rapped. One senses 
already that Taylor doesn’t much like this country. 

He also has problems with Christianity and so 
with the traditional picture of an abolitionist move- 
ment largely fuelled and organised by Evangelical 
Christians. Their earlier triumph, the ending of the 
Atlantic slave trade in 1807, is dismissed as mainly a 
response to Trafalgar’s weakening of French naval 
power (“imperial realpolitik”) and otherwise as “an 
opportunity for self-righteous one-upmanship”. 
(Should people in glass houses ...? 

Much more might have been done with the Inter- 
est itself. The coverage of the years from the forma- 
tion of the Anti-Slavery Society in 1823 to abolition in 
1834, is rewarding on one key figure, Charles Rose 
Ellis (Lord Seaford), sometime MP, heir to planta- 
tions, friend of George Canning and chairman of the 
London Society of West India Planters 
and Merchants centred on the West 
India Club in St James's. Few other fig- 
ures in the Interest are mentioned 
more than fleetingly; George Hibbert, 
the official agent for Jamaica and 
sometime chairman of the West India 
Dock Company, might have repaid 
more attention. 

Taylor's largely narrative style 
works against serious focus and anal- 
ysis. The major ports linked to the In- 
terest — Bristol, Liverpool and Glas- 


Lord Seaford: Key figure 


gow — are treated, but again without depth. The 
economics of the slave (and largely sugar) economy 
are left sketchy, its importance to the British economy 
unquantified. An economic historian would have 
written a very different book. 


THE INTEREST HAD SEVERAL COMPONENTS: 
first, the “West Indians” themselves, the planters and 
merchants in the slave colonies, a pretty parvenu lot 
who had to deal with slave rebellions on the distant 
edges of the colonial empire; the owners back in the 
metropolis, some aristocratic, who derived direct fi- 
nancial benefits from their holdings, whether in es- 
tates or slaves (not a distinction Taylor makes clean); 
and the politicians and influencers who had no per- 
sonal interest but who defended slavery because of 
conceived national interest — figures like Canning, 
William IV or the Duke of Wellington (who is billed 
as the most pro-slavery of major politicians and fig- 
ures in portrait on the book’s dustjacket). 

These elements were sometimes divided, though 
Taylor underplays the point; the colonists, the most 
vulnerable and the most intransigent, often clashed 
with the London representatives over both objectives 
and tactics. Ellis was eventually overthrown by more 
extreme elements in the Interest, partly because the 
metropolitan elites showed some concern for amelio- 
ration of the slaves’ condition. (Taylor is too dismiss- 
ive of the appeal of “amelioration” and gradual aboli- 
tion to both sides of the argument; it might well have 
been a majority viewpoint until late in the debate.) 

Taylor portrays the culture wars over slavery as bi- 
nary, a matter of extremes only. For him the conflict is 
between absolute evil and its defenders on one side 
and an ideal of absolute justice (imperfectly embod- 
ied in human beings) on the other. Though in the cul- 
ture wars over slavery both sides were skilled in prop- 
aganda and exaggeration, ‘Taylor credits one side 
implicitly and dismisses the other as dishonest. 

He is good at shooting his own argument in the 
foot and ignores what his account shows of black bet- 
terment both within and without the slave system. 
Most of the slave leaders were educated and Chris- 
tianised, skilled employees such as 
book-keepers or craftsmen, readers of 
newspapers and deacons of chapels. 
There were black merchants and a 
black newspaper owner/editor, albeit 
resented by the white planters, as 
were the Evangelical missionaries 
who worked among the black popula- 
tions. 

In Demerara the slave population 
fell by 12,000 between 1814, when 
Britain had gained the colony, and 
1831, but the free black population 
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doubled. Numbers bought themselves 
out of servitude. How did financial accu- 
mulation come about? In the Demerara 
rebellion of 1823 the main group of re- 
bels requested not emancipation but just 
more leisure and freedom to worship on 
Sundays; in the later Jamaica revolt some 
slaves defended their owners and their 
property from violence. In all the revolts 
black regiments remained loyal to the 
authorities. It is not to defend slavery to 
suspect that there was more to the sugar 
colonies than just the lash, 


IF TREATMENT OF THE INTEREST is 
disappointing, that of “the Establish- 
ment” is worse. Historians have surely 
long given up the idea ofa single, mono- 
lithic Establishment dominating nation- 
al life and culture, It is the kind of as- 
sumption for which one marks down 
undergraduate essays. Taylor insists that 
the Interest was the Establishment, 
though at other times he allows how di- 


visive the slavery debate was. Copperplate 
‘The social and political elites were divided by ma- | engraving, 

terial interests, historic rivalries, religious sensibili- | ¢. 1749, 

ties (or lack of them) and even vague political ideolo- | showing 

gies. Why treat a Wellesley or a Lascelles as | Sugarcane 

“Establishment” but not a Grey or a Stanley? Opinion | 4nd the 

evolved and influential figures who had once ignored manufacture 

the question moved over to the abolitionist side later of raw sugar 

fas . : in the West 

(the Canningite former premier Goderich was one Indies 

such), but Taylor, who seems to think British culture 

as morally culpable now as in the 1820s, is unwilling 

to accept that the opinions of people and societies 

evolve. Nor does he ask why figures of the East India 

interest, as much part ofan imperialist establishment 

as the West Indians, were prominent in the opposi- 

tion to West India slavery. = 
Another failing is the lack of any contex- Another failing 

tual or comparative perspective. Britishco- is the lack of 

lonial slavery isn’t compared with that of any contextual 

other colonial empires or indeed other in- perspective. 

dependent countries. British colonial 
Some of the new Latin American states ~ : 

and some states in the US had ended slav- Slavery isn’t 

ery, but the latter’s constitution permitted compared with 

slavery until the 1860s, while the newly-in- that of other 

dependent Brazil encouraged the slave colonial empires 


trade until the 1880s. Nor was slavery al- 
ways white-on-black. Much of eastern Europe sus- 
tained serfdom until the 1860s; the Ottoman empire 
remained a slavery culture even longer. 

As for Africa itself, presented here as the passive 
victim of British brutality and avarice, Taylor admits 


in passing that “the initial process of enslavement 
(was) on the coastal plains of western Africa”. 

One of the most inadequate parts of Taylor’s story 
is his treatment of those he calls “the Radicals”, activ- 
ists concerned with the “Condition of England Ques- 
tion”, demanding social reform at home rather than 
the “telescopic philanthropy” later satirised by Dick- 
ens. Taylor treats them as simply opponents of aboli- 
tion. William Cobbett was long a crude negrophobe, 
but he had moved to support emancipation by 1832 
and others like Richard Oastler (“Yorkshire Slavery”) 
were abolitionists. Taylor doesn’t concede that they 
had a point. 

How did slave labour in the Caribbean compare 
with the dangers and indignities of coalmining, child 
labour in textile factories or even the winter toil of ill- 
paid agricultural workers? After scorning all these 
concerns, Taylor concedes that life expectancy for 
slaves in Demerara was twice that for industrial 
workers in Lancashire and Yorkshire. 

In places he drops the narrative approach and 
analyses the relationship of the slavery debate with 
religious beliefs — the authority of the Bible which 
seemed to legitimise slavery was much at issue — and 
with emerging economic theory, including the rela- 
tive merits of slave and free labour. He is also inform- 
ative on shifts in press opinion. Even if the story 
would have rattled along less attractively, more of this 
sort ofanalysis would have helped. 

In the Epilogue, any pretence at dispassionate ob- 
jectivity ends in the quest for condign justice — in- 
deed retribution — to be visited on those responsible 
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for “crimes against humanity”. The argument is that 
Britain did not emancipate its slaves: they emanci- 
pated themselves, by writing influential accounts of 
slave life and by rebelling in Jamaica. In fact, the sig- 
nificant polarisation of the debate occurred in 1829- 
30, before the publication of Mary Prince’s notable 
narrative and the Jamaica rising in 1831, a critical 
year in domestic politics. 


HE MAIN LEGACY OF THE Jamaica re- 

volt was the damage that the planters did 

to their own cause; their violent hounding 

of Protestant missionaries, whom they 

blamed for black discontent, alienated re- 

formist and particularly Dissenting opinion back 

home when the Reform Bill had heightened political 

emotion, The passing of the Reform Act and the nature 

of the first general election under the reformed system 

ensured that the emancipationist cause, now formida- 
bly organised, would triumph. 

Taylor insists, though, that Britain did not stand as 

a moral, philanthropic nation through emancipa- 

tion: Forget “the idea of Wilberforce, Clarkson and 

Buxton riding a wave of Christian sentiment to undo 

great evil’; emancipation was no “gift” but authored 

and seized by blacks themselves. Indeed, Taylor dis- 

likes the idea of religious conscience playing any sig- 

nificant part in the story, ignoring those parts of his 


narrative that showed how much it did, both in Brit- 
ain and in the West Indies. 

Any sense of balance is abandoned in what be- 
comes almost a rant. A series of assertions tests the 
reader's credulity: “slaveholders and slave money 
built modern Britain’; protectionism in Britain “owes 
much to the defence of slavery”; if modern West Indi- 
ans have suffered from a sugar-rich diet, “should the 
guilty not pay for the cure”? The enemy is now clear: 
not just the Interest, not even “the Establishment”, 
but “the British” (above all “educated white men”). It’s 
an exercise in national self-flagellation, even national 
self-hatred, and, in an embarrassing passage, Taylor 
doesn’t spare himself: “[ am not immune from this 
criticism: ] must do more, I must do better.” 

Some may take to the aggressive “wokeness” of 
this book, others think it risible, but it raises ques- 
tions about the direction of historiography. Genera- 
tions of academic endeavour have established stand- 
ards of dispassionate analysis based on the rational 
evaluation of evidence. Those standards are not 
much in evidence here. Too often Taylor opts for po- 
lemic and partisanship, a re-fighting of old battles in 
the spirit (or worse) with which they were once fought. 
Is this the direction of historical study? But, whatever 
the future holds, Taylor can feel confident that this 
country, which he seems to hate, does not pursue 
even dodgy historians with “retributive justice”. © 
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OW RATIONAL ARE WE! Once, 

people believed in angels, but we 

swept aside that outdated superstition. 

We replaced them with universal hu- 

man rights, those metaphysical entities 
that hover over the head of each of us, shielding us 
from harm and directing us in the right path. The mor- 
al status and worldwide applicability of such beings 
was unquestionable after the United Nations’ Univer- 
sal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948. ‘ihe skies are 
now crowded with them, often (since they are usually 
just personified demands for finite resources) jostling 
each other aside. 

Western history was rewritten to be the long 
march, if not of everyman, at least of everyman’s nat- 
ural rights. With the US's growing willingness to ex- 
port its claimed values around the world, these uni- 
versal human rights became a doctrine in arms as 


much as Jacobinism had been. The temporary surviv- 
al of tyrants and butchers was merely evidence that 
such rights were more urgently to be promoted. Pro- 
active international lawyers needed a universally ap- 
plicable and overriding code, and found it (or created 
it) in human rights. Such rights became so ubiquitous 
that their origins were forgotten. 

Recently this scenario, taken to extremes, has pro- 
voked reconsideration. ‘Ihe tyrants and butchers, 
themselves invoking rights, proved inexplicably pop- 
ular. Religions, demanding toleration, became a ma- 
jor source of armed conflict. The US government itself 
became mired in opprobrium. From the 1990s, some 
intellectuals in the Third World argued that “univer- 
sal human rights” were merely Western values, pro- 
jected in a new imperialism. What is now called 
rights fundamentalism had not solved these prob- 
lems. Instead, it created others. 


ACADEMICS NOTICED. In 2010 Samuel Moyn pub- 
lished The Last Utopia, arguing that human rights 
ideas had proliferated only from the 1970s. In 2016 
Stefan-Ludwig Hoffmann published an article post- 
poning the huge predominance of human rights dis- 
course to the 1990s. Now Nigel Biggar, Regius Profes- 
sor of Moral and Pastoral Theology at Oxford, has 
produced an analysis that reveals how few of these 
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imagined successors to the angels have wings. 

Asa “Christian ethicist”, he deals chiefly with the- 
ology, ethics, philosophy, and their interactions with 
law. His sympathies are with the existence, in Chris- 
tian theology down the centuries, of ideas of natural 
right. But he carefully unpacks the implications of 
rights fundamentalism; indeed, in this emotive sub- 
ject his caution makes his critique even more telling. 

Are rights “natural”? In the sense of obligations 
that inhere in all human beings, independent of the 
laws of sovereigns (God, or the state), this is an idea 
that does not occur to everyone at all times. Even 
within the British Isles, Edmund Burke, Jeremy Ben- 
tham, the Oxford philosopher David Ritchie (1853- 
1903) and our contemporary Onora O’Neill set out 
cogent cases for doubting the absoluteness of natural 
rights and the conflation of legal rights with moral 
rights; instead, they assert that, as Biggar phrases it, 
“rights are contingent on the circumstances of feasi- 
bility and capability”. 

His conclusion is that the paradigm of a right is a 
legal right; natural rights are rights only by analogy 
with legal rights, unless part of Christian natural law. 
It follows that “rights are not ethically basic, but con- 
tingent on a process of wider ethical deliberation’, 
which brings us back to Burke. 


Eleanor 
Although rights fundamentalism has been chal- Rg gsevelt 
lenged in recent years it still has appeal, and Biggar holding a 
recognises that neither of these main senses ofrights | pester of the 
(specific legal entitlements and timeless, stateless | Universal 
entitlements) has erased the other. Rights talk can | Declaration 
also include duties; it can sometimes promote “virtue | of Human 
and the common good”. Some rights do “have strong | Rights, 1949 
prima facie claim to be natural in the sense of ‘uni- 
versal’, and not merely tautologous but sufficiently 
concrete to guide judgment”. But not all. 
ARE HUMAN RIGHTS, then, “universal”? Biggar’s 
answer is that some goods, values or rights recognised 
in the West have indeed been echoed more widely. But 
others have not. Universal recognition is a test that 
they collectively fail. Whether certain rights can be 
suspended or denied is therefore subject to “careful 
empirical assessment” in each case. But what 
4 . Thehuman 
counts as careful and empirical? Does this ~~ 
problem compel our reliance on Bentham’s Tights 
flawed notion of a felicific calculus? Does Big- announced 
gar assume that his own virtues ofcaution and jy grand 
precision wil solve the problem? . documents 
Sometimes a right equivocates between . 
being absolute but absurdly indeterminate, @Fre unspecified, 
and being determinate but not absolute.” This truisms, 
form of rights doctrine undermines many oth- yndeliverable 
er go od things now undervalued: charity, mer- or mer ely 
cy, gratitude, duty, and virtue. One might add ae ’ 
that people invoking “universal humanrights” %SP1T ational 


can sometimes seem little different from people 
making self-interested demands. 

Biggar’s comparison of the situation in the (ex?) 
Christian West with the societies of China or Islam 
highlights some difficulties. The famous declarations 
of rights came from Christian, or recently Christian, 
societies, and were permeated with the assumptions 
of that religion; what happens if the geopolitical bal- 
ance tilts another way? For Biggar, there are legal 
rights and “there is natural right or law or morality”, 
evidently indebted to Christianity, “but there are no 
natural rights”. But what about believers in other reli- 
gions? What about secularists, for whom rights are 
their new religion? 

‘The wider problem is that rights absolutism is an 
implicit call to revolution, the redistribution of sover- 
eignty, property, values, or customs. Ritchie accept- 
ed that a grandiose declaration of rights “has a very 
important moral effect in restraining the prejudices 
or the passions of the multitude”; but what if it does 
not? What if abstract rights rhetoric shuts down de- 


| bate and inflates expectations without delivering 


good things, so leading to anarchy and facilitating 
tyranny? 

What if it leads to a “new form of judicial imperial- 
ism”? Today, proliferating rights talk, instead of heal- 
ing social divisions by rewarding dissatisfied interest 
groups, stokes their demands. Courts are increasing- 
ly pitted against legislatures, oligarchical judges 
against elected politicians. Legislators commonly ca- 
pitulate to these pressures, eroding democracy. Con- 
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stitutions are discredited. Instead, human rights law- 
yers become celebrities. 


THE RIGHTS ANNOUNCED in such grandiloquent 
documents as the US Declaration of Independence 
or the French Declaration of the Rights of Man and of 
Citizens are so general that they can each be con- 
strued in opposite ways: “sensible” and “lunatic”. 
Biggar applies the same critique to the UN Declara- 
tion of Human Rights (1948) and its two successor 
Covenants (1966): by being unspecified, certain 
rights are “merely truisms”, or undeliverable, or 
merely aspirational. 

This has hitherto been an academic debate; now it 


is in the public arena. Quietly, cautiously, and with 
careful scholarly integrity, Professor Biggar has de- 
railed a gravy train. Should the UK withdraw from the 
jurisdiction of the European Court of Human Rights 
(convicted here of the “expansionary gospel” of 
“rights-fundamentalism” )? Should it repeal or redraft 
the Human Rights Act 1998 and the Equality Act 2010? 
The result would surely be petitions, denuncia- 
tions, hostile crowds, the toppling of statues, the ban- 
ning of speakers, self-righteous lawyers. But all this 
happens already; what is there to lose? Thanks to Big- 
gar, we see how much there is to gain. It is time for 
philosophical arguments, won in the pages of this 
important book, to be translated into legislation.® 


Sporting life 


Lincoln Allison 


NE OF THE MOST ICONIC photo- 

graphs in the history of English sport is of 

the Queen presenting the Jules Rimet 

Cup to the England captain Bobby 

Moore in 1966. From the angle most of- 
ten shown there stands between them a larger figure 
(6ft 2 or 3in depending whom you believe). A septua- 
genarian in a smart grey suit with a red face and well- 
groomed white hair, Sir Stanley Rous, English presi- 
dent of football’s world governing body Fifa 1961-74, 
looks both distinguished and benign. In many respects 
this moment was the apogee of his career. 

It was also, like so many apogees in the lives of fa- 
mous men, an event that sowed the seeds of an even- 
tual demise, While we remember Geolf Hurst’s hat- 
trick and Bobby Moore's defending, the 1966 World 
Cup is remembered less favourably in other parts of 
the world. The African nations had already boycotted 
it, united and incensed not only by Rous’s favouring 
the (white) Football Association of South Africa over 
the (non-white) South African Soccer Federation, but 
by his refusal to guarantee even one place for an Afri- 
can team in the tournament. 

And by the time Moore was lifting the trophy the 
principal South Americans had returned home 
inightily aggrieved. The Brazilians believed they had 
been kicked off the park and the Argentines that they 
had been refereed offit. In each case they blamed the 
selection of referees controlled by Rous. The conspir- 
acy they suspected did not exist, but there was, surely, 
as there is now, a contrast in football cultures and 
Rous was one of us, not one of them. 

Rous was an extraordinarily successful man. A 
grocer’s son from an obscure Suffolk village he rose to 
the administrative pinnacle of the world’s most pop- 


ular sport and became the companion of monarchs 
and presidents. In the first 40 years of his life he was 
variously goalkeeper, soldier, teacher and football 
referee, who took charge of the 1934 Cup Final. 

In the next 40 years he was a football administra- 
tor, first as secretary of the Football Association and 
then as president of Fifa. This was a rise that demon- 
strated serious social skills: he was at home with and 
admired by football figures like Sir Matt Busby and 
Jimmy Greaves, but also got on well with the likes of 
the queen’s equerry (and Daphne Du Maurier’s hus- 
band) General “Boy” Browning. 

Alan Tomlinson is surely right to insist that, al- 
though he will always be associated mainly with 
football, there was a great deal to Rous’s career be- 
yond the game. His CBE was awarded (in 1943) for his 
services to civil defence, and his knighthood (in 1949) 
for his part in organising the London Olympics the 
previous year. The post he held for the longest time 
was chairman of the Central Council for Physical 


Sif Stantey Rous: Sport as 
aninstrumentof good 
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Recreation and he played a part, along with 
like-minded spirits including Sir John Wolfenden, in 
moving government towards a more positive role in 
fostering sport. 


ALL OF THIS WAS MOVED by a rather simple faith 
in sport as an instrument of good — of self-develop- 
ment, self-control, peace and friendship. This faith 
was often simplistic and could lead to silliness on oc- 
casion, but simple faith generally achieves more than 
cynicism. Rous’s achievements in football included a 
six-region confederal structure for Fifa, which his 
predecessor Jules Rimet had bitterly opposed but 
which has helped the organisation survive. Less cel- 
ebrated are his clear rewriting of the laws of football 
(in 1938) and, for those of a certain generation, there 
was the FA Book for Boys (1948-73) which he founded 
and initially edited. 

Rous was a man of his times. His high degree of 
social mobility is typical of a time when an illegiti- 
mate boy from Lossiemouth (Ramsay MacDonald) 
became prime minister and the son ofa Lincolnshire 
farm labourer (Sir William Robertson) became Chief 
of the Imperial General Staff. The conduits of that 
mobility for Rous were all Victorian creations: the pu- 
pil-teacher system and, after the war, St Luke's teach- 
er training college in Exeter, sport and organised 
games. It was a time when a decent chap who worked 
hard and did not rock too many boats could climb the 
ladder to unknown heights. 

Rous’s personal circumstances also helped: he 
was married for 30 years, but his wife had different 
interests and they had no children; he was widowed 
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for longer than he was 
married, leaving him 
free for a life of work, 
travel and networking. 

In the end came fail- 
ure in the form of defeat 
by Brazil’s Jodo Havel- 
ange in the 1974 elec- 
tion for the Fifa presi- 
dency. It was avoidable 
in the sense that he was 
79 and could easily 
have retired, but he 
thought he had two 
years’ worth of business 
to conduct. In some re- 
spects it was payback 
for his support of the 
wrong South Africans; 
it was a political mis- 
take, certainly, and to 
most people a moral 
one, but a man of Rous’s 
outlook and temperament was always going to prefer 
the apolitical and law-abiding FASA to the overtly 
radical SASF, determined as they were to use football 
as an instrument of political change. 


HUS ROUS WENT, as he came, because 

times changed and Havelange was much 

more attuned to an age of globalisation, 

power politics — and corruption — than 

Rous. Fifa has since portrayed Rous as a 
reactionary colonial figure, but in his day he was a re- 
former, an internationalist and even, on occasion, a 
radical. 

It could be argued that his achievements were 
greater than those of his successors and he certainly 
did not bring the organisation to its knees as Sepp 
Blatter did by 2015. Unlike Blatter he was generally 
well liked even by those who disagreed with him. 

Alan Tomlinson’s biography is scholarly, balanced 
and well-written and could usefully be read by any- 
one who seeks to understand the development of 
sportin the twentieth century. The author uses a wide 
variety of sources: I was rather taken, for instance, by 
the implicit connections between the young Rous’s 
essays on medieval history at St Luke’s and his later 
political outlook. 

‘There are also anecdotal nuggets to cherish. Who 
knew, for instance, that Denmark and Sweden held 
regular international football matches throughout 
the war and that Rous attended the 1943 game, notin 
neutral Sweden, but in Nazi-occupied Denmark? 
That is surely an extreme version of the autonomy of 
| sport from politics.@ 
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NE DAY TOWARDS THE END of the 

Second World War, Kenneth Clark took a 

taxi from Trafalgar Square over to the 

South Kensington home of Francis 

Bacon. Entering Bacon’s studio, his 
“tightly rolled umbrella” in hand, he looked, Graham 
Sutherland’s wife Kathleen remarked, “very much the 
Director of the National Gallery” 

Unsurprisingly, he didn’t linger long over Bacon’s 
work. His pained eye darted across those garish, 
gruesome studies —- all boney crucifixes and howling 
maws — of anguish, torment and pain. “Interesting,” 
he sniffed. “What extraordinary times we live in.” 
And with that, he turned on his heel and was off. 

“You see,” Bacon said to Sutherland (who had rec- 
ommended Bacon’s work to Clark), “you're surround- 
ed bycretins.” A year later Bacon premiered one ofthe 
canvases that made his name, Painting 


was drunk, how Bacon was thrown out of the family 
home when his father found him trying on his 
mother’s underwear, how Bacon polished his teeth 
with Vim and tinted his hair with Kiwi boot polish? 
Do we really need another account of all those camp, 
curdled nights at the Colony Club? 

The answer is an emphatic yes. One unfortunate 
double-entendre aside (“John at first refused to enter 
the wider circles of Bacon’s world”) Stevens and Swan 
have written a masterpiece. Nearing the end of his 
days Bacon put off a would-be biographer, telling 
him that the task would take a Proust. Stevens and 
Swan aren't in that league, of course. Still, their 
sedulous, subtle and seductively stylish life (they 
won a Pulitzer for their last book, De Kooning: An 
American Master) can stand tall next to, say, George 
Painter’s Proust. 

Not that Revelations is all that revelatory. The 
lineaments of Bacon’s life have been known for 
decades. But his character is less familiar. Thanks to 
what the Daily Mail (in those far-off days when it 
employed an art critic) called his “exotic monstrosi- 
ties”, not to mention his booze and amphetamine 
lifestyle, we are apt to think of Bacon as one of art's 
tortured crazies. Indeed, Swan and Smith call his 

way of life “feral”. 


1946, an eye-bruising vision ofa charnel For all his But while his adult existence might 
house in which bifurcated cow carcass- One-nightstands have been squalid — his kitchen boast- 
es surround a semi-decapitated patri- with sailors and ed not just the usual stove and fridge, 
arch whose black umbrella hovers over stevedores, he but a bath too — Bacon hailed from a 
him like a vampire bat. wealthy Anglo-Irish family (the philos- 

If that sounds grim, you might want stayed true to opher and statesman Francis Bacon 
to steer clear of Francis Bacon: Revela- the men who was a distant relative) and was raised a 
tions, Bacon didn’t only thrill to violent mattered to him gentleman. Granted, his hygiene wasn't 


imagery. He thrilled to violence period. 

Mark Stevens and Annalyn Swan’s biography is full of 
the casual yet savage sexual beatings Bacon loved. At 
one point Bacon has left Kensington for Narrow Street 
in the East End. But he moves out when the presence 
of a new neighbour, the then up-and-coming MP 
David Owen, renders it “one of the best-protected and 
most carefully guarded streets in London”. No point 
in cruising when you won't get a bruising. 


BACON DOES NOT WANT for books. Since his death 
in 1992 he has been the subject of at least three lives. 
Add to those Michael Peppiatt’s four or five memoir- 
istic critiques (Francis Bacon: Study for a Portrait is 
just out from Thames and Hudson), and the two more 
analytical studies by David Sylvester, not to mention 
all those gallery catalogues (few years go by without 
a Bacon retrospective somewhere in the world; but 
for Covid there’d be one on at the Royal Academy 
now), and the shelves begin to buckle. 

Dowe really need another biography to tell us how 
Bacon's grandfather liked to string up cats when he 


up to much — the book reeks of sweat 
and sperm — but Bacon, who had “perfect manners 
when he chose”, was resplendently at home in even 
the starchiest drawing room. (And anyway, no man 
brave enough to boo Princess Margaret for murder- 
ing Cole Porter’s “Let’s Do It” at a white-tie ball could 
be entirely repellent.) 


BACON WAS GENEROUS TOO. Nobody paid a bar 
tab or restaurant bill if he was around to settle it. He 
loved Nietzsche and shared his faith in man’s essen- 
tially animal status. Nonetheless, he was the firmest 
of friends, and a devoted lover. For all his one-night 
stands with sailors and stevedores, he stayed true to 
the men who mattered to him. 

For Revelations’ biggest news is that Bacon's on/off/ 
on again affair with the cocktail pianist Peter Lacy re- 
ally was aromance. Nor was it just that Bacon needed 
Lacy. Lacy needed Bacon. All those thrashings and 
pummellings and bloody pratfalls (Lacy once threw 
Bacon out of a first-floor window) were, in their way, 
expressions of — or camouflage for — a mutual love. 
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“Between you and me...” 


ILLUSTRATIONS BY PAUL COX 


“push for confirmation” regarding a 

previously mooted panto run with Ed 

Balls and Britt Eland this December. 
Too much to ask, apparently! 


JUST AS ONE DARES to 

imagine a happier spring, events 
intervene to crush the optimism. In 
what counts as a body blow to the 
mental wellbeing of many up and 
down the land, I see those zany celebs 
are back with another Comic Relief on 
the 19th of March. 


Crowning Glory? 
RECENTLY IN HOT WATER over 
The Crown, I note at the time of writing 
that show creator Peter Morgan has 
been indulging in some romantic 
toing and froing between sexy actress 
Gillian Anderson and sexy heiress 
Jemima Goldsmith. 

While I don't doubt they're both 
charming girls, I shall only delicately say 
it’s imperative Peter keeps his wits about 
him at this critical juncture, with filming 
of the fifth series beginning in these 
coming months. 

Considering his “fictionalised” 
account of Diana and co in the 1980s 
already left media commentators/ 
assorted hangers-on foaming at the 
mouth with rage, he’d surely be wise to 
brace himself for all manner of eruptions 
when his take on the royals’ calamitous 
1990s finally arrives... 


While of course happy to courteously 
abide by Eddie Izzara’s insistence an 
being officially referred to as “she” 
and “her? I now learn Miss Izzard 
rather conveniently also wishes to 
“remain in boy mode” when it comes 
to landing male acting roles at others’ 
expense. A blatant case of having one’s 
cake and eating it? 


Double trouble 
REGULAR READERS may recall that 
ever since a disturbing encounter with 


OLLOWING RECENT 

disappointing reviews 

for the latest screen 
adaptation of Blithe Spirit, 
I’m reminded Dame Judi 
Dench (playing Madame 
Arcati) is left undeservedly 
contending with an unwanted 
tally of critical duds of late. 
Blithe Spirit follows hot on 
the heels of the old girl’s 
disastrous involvement in 
Cats, as well as her unfortunate 
casting as a gravel-voiced 
fairy in Artemis Fowl. 

Who are those responsible 
for so woefully misadvising 
our most esteemed living 
actress in these advancing 
years? In the spirit of defendir 
all that makes Britain great, 
shouldn’t such individuals be 
named and shamed? 


the said individual on Earl's Court Road 
last autumn, I’ve made it a personal 
mission to expose the antics of a stranger 
bearing an cerily striking resemblance to 
former Bergerac and Midsomer Murders 
star John Nettles, 

While the said doppelgiinger’s often 
hostile behaviour towards those in SW5 
innocently mistaking him for the great 
man has become a matter of public 
record, further alarming evidence comes 
to the surface. I’m now reliably informed 
“Bad Nettles” also isn’t averse to 
occasionally shamelessly passing himself 
off as the real Nettles after all! Notably, I 
should add, when a glamorous grand- 
mother or two catches his eye! 

To quite what degree this grim 


‘imposter has profited from such 
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subterfuge while bogusly using John’s 
good name, presently remains unclear. 

I can only infuriatingly add that my 
detailed dossier of his activities, recently 
placed in the hands of the authorities, 
has so far met with shabby indifference. 


DELICATE English flower Keira 

Knightley’s insistence on no longer 
appearing in the buff in front of male 
filmmakers compels me to point out that 
we chaps also have our crosses to bear. 

{shall never forget, nor indeed 

forgive, the particularly precious leading 
lady I was once obliged to film a naked 
bedroom scene with many moons ago. 
‘The brassy actress in question took great 
delight in repeatedly informing me her 
last such scene had been with one Ian 
McShane, pointedly adding — blatantly 
at my expense — that “he was divine!” 


Basil faulty 

GATHER Ralph Fiennes appeared 

something of an “oddball” on the 

set of his latest film The Dig — not 
least because he was adamant about 
remaining in character as a Suffolk-born 
archaeologist both on and off-camera 
for weeks on end. Indeed, even after 
they'd wrapped, I'm told poor Ralph 
was still wandering about calling 
himself “Basil’ 

It is of course a curse to many a great 
actor, when, after being so consumed by 
a character, they remain possessed by the 
said presence in a way those ignorant of 
our process cannot hope to understand. 

T confess myself to once requiring 
the most forceful of professional 
interventions before finally being 
able to abandon the identity of a 
Gloucestershire-based bigamist, 
having so successfully channelled him 
on-screen... @ 


| Studio John Springs on drawing 


A SURE SIGN OF GETTING OLDER is when policemen get To a caricaturist’s eye he may not immediately seem 
younger (and shorter and fatter), so it must be good news for like the gift that keeps on giving, unlike his predecessor. | 
all when a new US President is elected far beyond pension age. | Despite Biden being around forever, the only time | 
The US President is probably the most scrutinised person drew him was when he was taken to task for plagarising 
on the planet. For 40 years I’ve been caricaturing, doodling, a speech by Neil Kinnock. In the words of Montaigne, he 
satirising, studying, drawing and painting (in watercolour, certainly made a nosegay from another man’s flowers. 
acrylic, oils) these leaders of the free world in the attempt to Cartoonists who aren't particularly strong in 
render their inner being into something palpable and visible. portraiture managed easily enough to nail Donald 
So after 175 gallons of Indian ink, 3,200 steel pen nibs (412 Trump. Biden will put up more of a challenge. > 
of which had to be discarded immediately due to metal Although more than one former president has been 
fatigue), 230 B pencils and 240 HB pencils sculpted to a point described as having a Teflon quality, Biden seems to 
with a scalpel (never a pencil sharpener) and one heroic have more of the Velcro about him. | found him from 
Brause 512 pen that lasted for almost nine months until it the outset rather cartoonish. I’ve already portrayed him 
fatally splattered its last, we come to President Joe Biden. in “old guy” sneakers with self-adhesive fastenings. One 
of the difficulties that cartoonists may encounter is a 
certain implausible physicality. It seems as though 
while he’s been asleep someone has been ironing out 


the contours of his features, leaving a lack of defini- 
tion, a visual cross-thread, which makes me think 
that my kind of old-school delivery (pen, ink on 
paper) might finally hold an advantage over the 
digital-graphic masters who can tweak and cajole 
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FOR ME THE KEY TO SUCCESSFUL 

CARICATURE is to “intensify” an aspect that 

was perhaps hitherto unobserved, rather than 

__ simply exaggerate someone’s features to 

\\ cartoonish lengths. Grotesqueries and distortion 
in drawing political satire are a loss of faith 
because they lack wit; I prefer the charm 
offensive. By kicking a man you're being neither 

amusing nor insightful. 

My career began at the time of Reagan, an 
inspiring kickstart. The Thatcher/Reagan alliance 
provided a new inspiration. The American publications 
featured stunning artwork from seasoned illustrator/cartoon- 
ists such as David Levine, whom I got to know quite well. 


JOE BIDEN 2021- 
| first drew him in 1988 during his Kinnock-speech 
plagarisation debacle, when he was thought to be a spent 
force. It pays to stick around! I'd forgotten the drawing 
until | rediscovered it, but he makes me keep forgetting 
him. The fact that his face appears to look like someone 
peering into a wind tunnel doesn’t help. He is 
gaffe-prone, dull yet irascible, drifting in and out 
from some political wilderness. You'd be forgiven 
for thinking he’s Canadian. 
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BILL CLINTON 1993-2001 
Always charming, never ever forgot a 
name, which is a fine disarming trick. 
Unfortunately some dirty linen came to 
light; the famous blue dress that Linda 
Tripp advised Monica Lewinsky not to 
take to the dry cleaners, as her 
“insurance policy”. Bill said it was a 
right-wing conspiracy; more a “white 
ring” conspiracy. He never inhaled but 
blew a fine saxophone. 


GEORGE W. BUSH 
2001-2009 

Connecticut-born Texan and 
unlike Reagan he never looked 
very comfortable on a horse; | 
often drew him as in a scene 
from Brokeback Mountain. 
His expressions were either 
dumb bewilderment or 
self-satisfaction worked under 
the eyebrows into pin-prick 
eyes. The only president 
that | drew as many 
times as his veep 
(Dick Cheney). 


I remember with some surprise him telling me Nixon 

filled him with such a “violent rage” that it affected his 
drawing. In a way Nixon was the first “modern” 

: President to be mercilessly lampooned: with his jowls, 

yo ski-jump nose and four o'clock shadow, he could be 

reduced to a figurine. 

Bush senior was a sort of step backwards but he had a 
certain steeliness, no doubt as a result as being the last 
President to have undergone active service in World War Two. 
Clinton seemed to me very much the political heavyweight 
and knew how to work a crowd, Bush Jr rather less so, his 
rather bland features surprisingly easy to portray. 


I WAS PROBABLY ONE OF THE FIRST to draw Barack 
| Obama, in the late 1990s for the Journal of Blacks In Higher 
Education, probably not a publication you've heard of. IT drew 
him, prophetically, on a road leading to the White House. 
The Trump years are perhaps still too fresh in the mind to 
sum up. But if ever anyone erects a statue of him, it should be 
financed by every cartoonist and caricaturist in the world with 
unfettered gratitude. Most saw in him an uncontrolled 
rage the wrong shade of apricot. I saw him as 
feckless and a bit vulnerable; thin-skinned, vain, 
yet looking a bit ridiculous: who can forget his 
attempt at white tie when dining at 
Buckingham Palace? Some are already 
suggesting that Biden won't be a full-term 
President. Should we start doodling 
away at Kamala Harris? @ 
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DONALD J. TRUMP 
2017-2021 

Visually combustible, he 

can look like a great orange 
hulking, sulking colossus. 

The patron saint of caricaturists. 
The hair? It's American hair, 
sprayed, sculptured and the 
structure much speculated on: 
it could be a double crown. Is 
that a prophecy? 


BARACK 
OBAMA 
2009-2017 
| always thought he 
was rather foppish 
and that allowed me 
to experiment with 
more vivid colours and 
outlandish outfits. 
Enough visual presence 
there to be able to draw him 
successfully front, sideways 
and from the back view. 
Famously created a media fuss 
by ordering dijon mustard on 
his hamburger ata takeaway. 5 prings 
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The Critics Music Opera Pop 


Norman 


Lebrecht 


Take aleafout 
of sport’s book 


SINCE THERE'S NOTHING much 

happening on the music front, I shall 
write about a more important subject, 
namely sport. It is not me but governments 
who have declared sport to be more 
important, so much so that they have 
permitted televised football while opera 
houses and concert halls remain under 
lockdown. ‘lhe official case for professional 
sport is that it is good for the public’s 
mental health. The case against concerts is 
-— well, who cares? 

In Australia, tennis stars are pampered 
in five-star hotels. The Japanese cabinet is 
holding crisis meetings in a bid to save this 
summer's Olympics. SriLanka and India 
played England at cricket. Golfers will flock | 
to the US Open in June. ‘The European 
football championships are going ahead. | 
Music, meanwhile, remains on mute. 

Sixty years ago, C.P. Snow argued that 
there were wo Cultures in which people in 
the humanities knew nothing of science, 
and vice-versa. That chasm has since been 
bridged. Most of us know a bit of both, 
especially in a pandemic when science is a 


matter of life or death and music is 
required for remembrance of the dead. 

Both pursuits, however, have been 
overtaken by sport. In Snow’s time no 
cultured person would admit to knowing 
which team was top of the league. In ours, 
no conversation is complete without 


checking the latest scores on your phone. 

Sports chat is the great ice-breaker, 
whether at the clinic while receiving your 
vaccine or at a Zoom lecture by a Nobel 
laureate. Most arts people look down on 
professional sport. They would do better to 
ask themselves why sport has displaced 
them at the heart of our culture, why 
politicians will always listen to Marcus 
Rashford ahead of Simon Rattle. 

We often hear musicians brag that they 
reached the top by practising six hours a 
day from infancy. No different, then, from 
Roger Federer, the Williams sisters and 
every footballer at Paris St-Germain. Once, 
a ghetto kid might choose between kicking 
a ball or playing the violin; that day is long 
gone. Today, sport offers aspirations that 
art cannot match. Why that is so is an 
existential question for the arts. If we don’t 
study the mass allure of sport we will soon 
be out of business. 


THE PREMIER ATTRACTION of sport is 
uncertainty. An American conductor once 
told me he couldn't understand how his 
patrons could spend five hours at a 
ballgame and still claim that Tristan und 
Tsolde was too long. Easy, I replied. With 
Tristan they knew how it would end before 
they bought the ticket. In sport, there’s all 
to play for and the result is up in the air. 

Back in Beethoven's Vienna, people 
turned up at a concert not knowing what 
they were going to hear, except that it was 
something by that crazed deaf man who 
might set the house on fire when he 
knocked the candelabra off the keyboard. 
Music has lost that unpredictability, that 
thrilling fear. Everything is prearranged 
three or four years in advance and 
rehearsed to needlepoint precision. 

Beethoven’s orchestra was a mix of 
professionals and part-timers, and some of 
the amateurs were more skilled than the 
pros. Nowadays, music is globally profes- 
sionalised. Musicians play for a wage, not 
the love of the game. Sport is no different, 
but the passion still shines through. 

Once a weekend dream factory for 
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Promenading 
at the Proms, 
©1870. 


enslaved industrial workers, sport found a 

way to create not just a community of fans 
_ so much asa participatory ambience. Go to 
any big match and you'll be expected to 
sway and sing along with the crowd, even if 
you're sipping Veuve Cliquot in the 
directors’ box. In classical concerts and 
opera, the audience is muted and tied to its 
seats, except between works when they are 
permitted to show polite appreciation. 
Does that sound like fun? Often, it is not. 

Sport is a theatre of talking points, of 

near-misses and might-have-beens, of 
player comings and goings, a drama that 
keeps its public engaged from one 
weekend to the next. Music, with its 
enforced silences and “respect for the 
musicians’ resists public intrusion. Pop 
music got the message in the 1970s with a 
flurry of festivals where the mud-caked, 
chanting audience felt as much part of the 
experience as the musicians. How can 
classical concerts rekindle that fervour? 


WE NEED TO OBSERVE SPORT and learn 
some lessons. Right now, some concert 
halls are doubling as vaccination centres. 
When the music resumes, they should 
leave the seats out and keep half the hall 
open for people to wander around, drinks 
and ices in hand, just as they did in 
Londen’s original Promenade Concerts. 
One of the crushing deterrents of 
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